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POLES APART: DECODING THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE AMERICAN
AND THE INDIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM BY

system in the world does that, it is successful. In India, I had a subject
named, ”Moral Education” where we studied moral values, ethical
behavior, etc. In the states, every teacher ensures to inculcate good
values in students by relating the topic we are studying to our life. Isn’t it
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great how both the nations are learning the same thing but in a different

Quoting Aristotle, “The roots of education are bitter but the fruit is sweet”.

way?
I sometimes feel that India is equivalent to an underdog nation

“Fun Fact: The distance between India and the United States is 8,171
miles”. They are literally poles apart. As a result, there are many
differences between the two nations, especially the education systems. As
a person who did most of her studies in India, coming to the U.S. and
adapting to their system is going to take some time. The education system
in India has a broader curriculum, whereas in the states, the students have
the option to study one aspect of a particular subject. For instance, if I said
I had Mathematics in India, many students here would ask me what exactly
in mathematics did you learn? My response has always been easy, I studied
everything. Now, when I had to choose between studying an aspect of
mathematics, this decision became a challenge. However, thanks to my
prior background, some of the concepts come easy to me (it is the
vocabulary that I stumble upon).
“Every student can learn just not on the same day or in the same
way”. In the USA, students study at their own pace and can select the level
of difficulty in that particular subject. Whereas in India ,the curriculum
for the students, regardless of their scores, is more or less the same. One of
the main focuses in India revolves around higher education.
In India, schools want each and every student to study the basics of
all the subjects, disregarding the fact of whether they want to pursue this
later in life or not. But let’s face it, knowing is fun! Also, after our
sophomore year of high school, students get to choose the stream of
subjects that they want to pursue for their Bachelor’s degree. Since I want
to pursue engineering, I studied only the subjects that are required in my
four year degree.
Education has one main goal: to make a good human being. If any

because everybody thinks little about it. However, when it comes to
showcasing our strengths, we sometimes shock the world. And since we
grow up in a super competitive environment, we know how to deal with
stressful situations. In the USA, all the juniors and the seniors study for
their PSATs, SATs, ACTs etc. In India, all students who want to pursue
medical or engineering fields are pulling up their socks as they prepare
for one of the world’s most toughest exams: the NEET (National Eligibility
Entrance Test) and JEE (Joint Entrance Exam) respectively. The best part
of both the tests is that all around India, hundreds of thousands of
students appear to get into AIIMS (All India Institute of Medical Sciences)
and IITs (Indian Institute of Technology), and out of all the candidates
who appear for the tests, only 1% of people who take the JEE get into IITs.
The school is as prestigious as Princeton, MIT, and Columbia combined.
“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, but all play and no
work makes him something worse.” This is the policy of the education
system in the USA, which gives importance on both the co-curricular
activities and studying, helping a student to manage their time.
An education system that can transform and redefine a person from
ordinary to a professional is remarkable. Both the American and Indian
education systems have potential and indeed have provided the world
with gifted actors, musicians, doctors, journalists, engineers etc. In
conclusion, there are two forms of education, one should teach us how to
make a living and the other to live,and both the systems successfully do
that.
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with conviction, specificity, and depth about the things she thinks are

FACEBOOK’S WHISTLEBLOWER BY SIDDHI

wrong. She also became prepared with receipts to use as proof, as

PATEL

mentioned earlier, including documents that directly state that Facebook

Facebook has faced multiple trials in the past and is known for
making the headlines on many occasions for their infamous outages.
Recently, a former Facebook data scientist, Frances Haugen, became a
whistleblower and testified before the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on
Consumer Protection on an outage that prevented users from accessing
services. Haugen has been labeled as “Facebook’s worst nightmare” as she
exposes it all. She was able to explain the technical workings of Facebook's
platforms in an understandable and uncomplicated way, as well as citing
real-world examples of the harms they can cause.
Haugen touched upon topics like a leaked internal study about the
harmful effects of Instagram on teenage girls. This confirms researchers'
findings that Instagram makes teen girls feel worse about their bodies and
that the platform causes anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts.
Facebook has defended itself by pointing out that Instagram makes other
teens feel better about themselves, and that the data wasn’t representative
of all Instagram users. However, that has also been duplicated by other
studies, and not all the researchers find it reassuring.
Along with this, Haugen also told Congress that Facebook
consistently chose to maximize its growth rather than implement
safeguards on its platforms, just like how it hid internal research that
showcased the harms of Facebook products from the public and
government officials. Haugen testified that “[t]he result has been more
division, more harm, more lies, more threats and more combat. In some
cases, this dangerous online talk has led to actual violence that harms and
even kills people”. Haugen brought along the “Facebook Files'' which were
copies of thousands of pages of confidential documents that she took with
her when she left Facebook. She shared these critical items with
lawmakers, regulators, and The Wall Street Journal.
Haugen is not the first ex-Facebook employee who has raised
concerns about Facebook, but some things make her testimony much
different than the rest. She is a strong, compelling witness that speaks
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knew about its products. All of these revelations brought to light from the
whistleblower have led to what may be the most threatening scandal in the
company's history.
The outcomes of Haugen's testimony are tremendous. Haugen was
persuasive to members of the subcommittee, as they praised her several
times and called her a hero. They also vowed to try to protect her from
potential retribution by Facebook. With this said, they made it clear they
would like to have her back for further testimony and possibly bring in
Mark Zuckerberg, co-founder, and CEO of Facebook, for a hearing of his
own to respond. On the other hand, the company’s shares began trading
around 3% lower from the previous week on Wednesday, October 6th. The
stock faces serious problems due to the whistleblower as many are unsure
about what will happen next to Facebook. According to Fitz-Gerald Group
Chief Investment Officer Keith Fitz-Gerald, “Facebook stock might not be
as resilient as it has been amid other controversies”.

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES: APPROPRIATION
OR APPRECIATION BY UMA STRIVASTAVA
Is the distinction between appropriation or appreciation necessary,
or is it an obstacle in the road to equality?
With October 31st rapidly approaching, adults and kids alike are
starting to rush to local Halloween stores to load up on candy and
costumes. As a longstanding American tradition, many view Halloween as a
reason to come together, and be part of something bigger than themselves,
a holiday where everyone is viewed as equal in their elaborate disguises.
However, there has been long standing controversy on some of the
costumes that are chosen to be worn, like those dressed as geishas,
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ninjas, Egyptian goddesses, and Native Americans. The question still

the culture, and therefore ok to wear? Still, people argue that wearing any

remains: are these people belittling or admiring the culture of others?

type of cultural attire for such a trivial holiday takes away from any good

Some people believe that as long as someone understands the history and
meaning behind a specific garment or style, it is justified for them to adopt

intentions that person may have had.
With the culture of the world shifting to focus more on difficult

it, even if they're not part of that culture. Others argue that it's simply
common decency to leave said items to those who deserve to be given

topics like racism, traditions with xenophobic undertones are being

reparations; something that belongs only to a specific culture, and is not

scrutinized. While Halloween might seem like a frivolous children’s

“colonized” by a race that has never truly experienced inequality. But when

holiday, the debate it spurs is very much relevant. So if you're thinking

does this get out of hand? Isn’t not sharing one another's culture

about wearing a controversial costume this Halloween, ask yourself: Is it

segregating society further, which is the opposite of what is intended?

really worth the possible risk of coming across as disrespectful?

After all, cultural appropriation only occurs when there is ignorance,
whether intentionally, or unintentionally. In order for us to achieve true

ADDITIONAL PICTURES

equality, we must stop trying to play a zero sum game, and instead share
cultural identities, as well as respect those that are shared with us.
For instance, some dispute that if an Indian person can dye their hair
blonde, that a white person should be allowed to wear traditional Indian
clothes, like a sari or kurta. However, problems arise because blonde hair
does not have any culture behind it, as compared to that of the sari, which
has been used in various religious rituals since its creation. Contributing to
the issue is also the disrespecting of traditional garments, such as over
sexualized costumes of POC; for example princesses such as Jasmine,
Pocahontas, and Mulan. As a WOC, I know that young girls like myself
already get such little representation, and so objectifying garments like the

Side by Side by Shaun
Templeman

sari and cheongsam for a holiday mostly marketed towards kids, reinforces
the already prevalent idea that their cultures are lesser than others. The
effect this could potentially have on the upcoming generation is just a small
part of the much bigger issue of orientalist stereotypes.
While there are blatantly offensive costumes that play directly into
racial and sexist stereotypes, there are also culturally accurate costumes as
well. Continuing the example from earlier, if a person were to wear an
appropriate version of the sari or kurta, could this be seen as respectful of
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