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THE MOVIE STAR IS DEAD BY PARNIKA KHANNA

What if I were to tell you that a great tragedy has long gone 

unnoticed? Something as morbid and alarming as a death! We are no 

strangers to the fact that Hollywood has many gaping holes, from sexual 

misconduct to nepotism, but there is an undetected calamity, the death of 

The Movie Star. And now, even more shockingly, what if I told you that the 

one suspect and culprit of said crime is The Influencer?

The Movie Star, as we know, has been dying since the 50s. By that 

time more than 90% of American households had adopted TVs and with 

the end of WW2 going to the cinema was declining. Coupled with the 

implications of new laws that restricted the very totalitarian powers of the 

traditional movie studios, a new era of film emerged onto the stage. An era 

where actors' images weren’t strictly tailored and where TV’s popularity 

created a new segway of “opportunity.” Similarly, almost 60 years later, 

the introduction of social media and The Influencer has largely affected 

showbusiness, entertainment, and The Movie Star. The Movie Star has a 

specific aura thanks to the construction of distance. The Influencer, on the 

other hand, is configured around conceptions of familiarity. Hollywood 

and its stars were beloved for their exclusivity; the people on that silver 

screen dominated society and tabloids. Inaccessibility created a fourth wall 

which mythologized certain actors, raising them and bestowing a 

“god-like” status which subsequently resulted in the creation of a movie 

star. Social media has removed the fourth wall and exterminated the 

mystique and appeal that elevated actors into stars, essentially creating a 

reality that “anyone can be a celebrity.” The idea of a celebrity has become 

as wide as the ocean but as deep as a puddle. That idea is detrimental for 

an industry like Hollywood and the movie stars it has created, which have 

historically relied on the mythical luster and glamor of celebrity. Social 

media has also created an oversaturation of fame and an inflation on 

famous people: it behaves much like the U.S dollar, the 2 3

more that’s printed the less the value, and so the more famous people, the 

less value the fame holds. 

In addition, the rise of social media has forever tainted the appeal, 

the need, and the demand for celebrity. Because social media is so 

accessible and readily available to the masses, people instinctively pick up 

their phones for entertainment. They no longer go to the theater or even 

turn on the TV (which is technically understandable considering what 

used to be a 25 cent ticket is now 15 dollars). And because of this they are 

more likely to engage with The Influencer and desert The Movie Star. 

Think to yourself, how many times do you watch a movie in a day 

compared to how many times you open your phone? Therefore, The 

Influencer takes advantage of this accessibility and satisfies our already 

dwindling appetite for “public figures.”

We live in an age where a selfie is worth far more than an 

autograph. And perhaps in the near future, the same will apply to the 

people behind them. And so, the swift evolution of The Influencer has 

meant the death of the beloved Movie Star.

As the year came to a close, it is important to highlight some of the 

most important contributions to the R&B genre. R&B originated in African 

American communities and stands for “rhythm and blues.” Although 

founded fairly recently in the 1940s, it has taken the world by storm, 

becoming one of the most popular music genres. R&B has definitely 

evolved since its founding and the legacy of its predecessors is passed 

down through new age artists. 

Arguably the most popular release this year comes from Steve Lacy 

in July. The underground artist turned mainstream brought us “Gemini 

Rights,” a funky, psychedelic album. After a difficult breakup with a 

boyfriend, Lacy took the pen to the paper. Despite not being my personal
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favorite has to be “Church Girl.”

Coincidentally, “Special” by Lizzo happened to release in July as 

well (what a month for music!) Similar to Beyonce, Lizzo combines R&B 

with disco and pop. “About Damn Time” has over 500,000,000 streams on 

Spotify alone! “Special,” similar to most of Lizzo’s discography, is about 

self confidence. I have to go with the popular opinion and say “About 

Damn Time” takes the cake for the best song on the project. 

The fourth, and my favorite of the list is “WASTELAND” by Brent 

Faiyaz. Released once again in June (starting to notice a pattern), Faiyaz 

does it again with his smooth vocals. With features from Alicia Keys, Tyler 

the Creator, and Drake, he paints a beautiful picture. Not only with songs, 

but skits as well. My favorites are “ALL MINE,” “GRAVITY,” and “ROLE 

MODEL.” 

Finally, how could I not mention “SOS” by SZA, only released on the 

ninth of December. SZA details a painful breakup with an ex partner. She 

goes through the different stages of grief: “SOS” (denial), “Kill Bill” 

(anger), “Notice Me” (bargaining), “Nobody Gets Me” (sadness), and “Good 

Days” (acceptance). This album has absolutely taken over the charts, 

earning the number one album on the Billboard 200. In all honesty, I could 

see this album becoming my favorite on the list if I listened to it more 

often. “Good Days” is definitely my favorite, even before the album was 

released.

This has been a very diverse year for music overall, but R&B has 

specifically been very influential. Every album on this list I urge everyone 

to listen to, they are splendid. Looking forward to the next year of music!

In late October 2022, an environmental nonprofit organization called 

Greenpeace USA claimed that plastic recycling was a “failed concept,” after 

finding only around five percent of all household plastic waste was 4

recycled. In 2019, The U.S. Department of Energy approximated the 

volume of American-produced plastic waste at 295 pounds per person, or 

44 million metric tons in total. Even globally, a mere 9% of plastics were 

recycled in 2019. Clearly, something has gone wrong. While there are 

many reasons recycling is on the decline, wish-cycling is one major issue.

Recycling is a lot harder than putting a pile of cardboard out in the 

street once a week. Recycling costs are getting higher and higher as the 

volume of materials rises. A huge issue for these already rising costs is 

wish-cycling: the idea of throwing anything you wish could be recycled in 

the recycling. Examples of wish-cycling include the greasy pizza box from 

last night’s dinner, any styrofoam, loose plastic bags, and broken glass. 

Wish-cycling is incredibly harmful to the recycling process because 

many seemingly recyclable objects, like bags and bottles that still contain 

liquid, can clog or otherwise damage sorting machines and other 

equipment. Dirty and food-contaminated objects can even soil other 

perfectly recyclable materials, rendering the whole batch useless. Some 

materials, like broken glass, can even hurt the workers themselves. In 

general, wish-cycled objects make recycling more difficult and costly 

because it takes extra labor to sort through the materials. It is worse to 

wish-cycle an object than it is to just throw away, compost, or even 

EcoBrick it.

Luckily, wish-cycling can be very easily fixed with just a bit of 

mindfulness. Taking a quick look at your neighborhood recycling 

guidelines can reduce hours of sorting, making recycling cheaper and 

more efficient. It is also imperative to ensure all containers are clean of 

any food, grease, or liquid before recycling. A good rule of thumb is that if 

it cannot be cleaned in the kitchen sink, it cannot be recycled. It may seem 

like a great waste to throw out a whole lot of take out containers for a few 

splotches of grease, but the recycling center will thank you for it. 

Recycling is not as easy as it seems, but it is more than worth the effort to 

reverse some of the environmental damage already caused to our planet.
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