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IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY BY ARNAV KHANNA
On October 31st, the House of Representatives voted to formalize its
impeachment inquiry to investigate whether President Trump abused the
power of the presidency by withholding vital military aid to Ukraine, as
well as meeting with President Zelensky in order to obtain dirt on Joe
Biden, who is one of President Trump’s toughest political opponents in the
upcoming 2020 presidential election. We have gained new insight into
what exactly happened between President Trump and Ukraine through the
numerous amounts of people who have testified to the intelligence
committee.
There are important facts that must be known in order to fully
comprehend the gravity of the situation at hand: Ukraine is a country
with a history of corruption, Russia is currently at war with Ukraine,
before the testimonies it was a partisan opinion on whether Russia or
Ukraine interfered in our 2016 election since the heavily redacted Muller
Report contained a lot of “I don’t know”, and both Trump and his team are
both directly and indirectly tied to Russia. Probably the most important
thing to know is that Hunter Biden, Joe Biden’s son, was appointed as a
board member for Burisma, an energy company, and while Burisma was
being investigated, Biden told Ukrainian leaders to fire top prosecutor
Shokin, or lose more than 1 billion dollars in loan guarantees.
Trump’s relation with Ukrainian President Zelensky dates all the
way back to his inauguration in mid-May when the President told Vice
President Pence not to go to Zelensky’s Inauguration because according to
the whistleblower, who made it very clear, Trump did not want to see
Zelensky till he saw “how Zelensky chose to act in office”. After the
inauguration, Trump made a congratulatory letter and a meeting with the
brand new Ukranian President. In interactions with the media, President
Trump also made it clear that if a foreign government were to offer him
damaging information on a political opponent, he would accept it.
Both Trump and his personal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, had continued
to press allegations of wrongdoing by the Bidens, which there is no
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evidence of as stated by the whistleblower, and the idea of Ukranian
interference in our election. On June 21, Giuliani even tweeted that “
Zelensky is still silent on investigation of Ukraine interference in 2016
election and alleged Biden Bribery”. These allegations, both of which are
unsubstantial, that were continuously pushed by the president and
Giuliani are very important as they are the source of the scandal.
On June 28th, Sonland who is the ambassador to the European
Union, Volker who is special envoy to Ukraine, Perry who is the Secretary
of Energy and Taylor who is the current ambassador to Ukraine
participated in a call with Zelensky. According to Holmes testimony, the
phone call made clear that action taken on the Burisma Investigation was a
precondition for an oval office meeting.
Another key event took place on July 10 where in a meeting,
according to Lieutenant Colonel Vindamn and NSC aid Fiona Hill’s
testimony, Sonland requested specific investigations in exchange for a
meeting with President Trump and Zelensky in the Oval Office. According
to Vindman, Sonland also expressed the importance of a Ukrainian
investigation into the Burisma and Ukranian interference in the election.
During Mrs. Hill's testimony she stated that Sonland coordinated a quid
pro quo (this for that) with Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney in which they
agreed upon a meeting with both presidents in exchange for the
investigations into the elections and Burisma. Eight days later, Trump
withholds 400 million dollars of military aid which was passed with
bipartisan support by Congress. Ukrainians were in desperate need of this
aid because, as mentioned in the second paragraph, they were engaged in a
war with Russia, and at any opportunity they got, Russia would strike.
On July 25th the phone call in question between Trump and
Zelinsky took place. Before the phone call Volker expressed the
importance of Zelensky saying he will conduct the investigations and
directly tied it to a meeting in the oval office. During the phone call,
President Trump is accused of saying: “I would like you to do us a favor.”
He then suggests Ukraine to look into both Biden/Burisma and the 2016
election interference.
Ambassador Sonland held a phone call with President Trump in
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which Holmes overheard the president inquire about whether

Pictures From “Closed for the Holidays”

Zelensky would hold the investigation. Sonland’s response was: “He
will. He’ll do anything you ask.” Sonland also told Holmes that the
president didn’t care about Ukraine as a country, he just wants the
investigations to be done.
Around late August, questions of the withheld aid began to
swirl around. On September 1st, Sonland texts Taylor saying that
Military Aid and a meeting will not arrive until Zelensky publicly
declares an investigation into both Burisma/Biden and Election
interference. Later, Sonland has a phone call with President Trump
who then famously says “ I want nothing. I want nothing. I want no
quid pro quo.” When Taylor then texted Sonland whether aid was
being held up in some kind of quid pro quo, Sonland responded by
saying the president was crystal clear in saying “no quid pro quo.”
Later in his testimony, he said he was just restating what the
president said, rather than vouching for it.
When Intelligence Committee Chairmen Adam Schiff received
notice of a whistleblower complaint, he demanded that Congress to
see it. A day after Congress received the complaint, Trump released
the Military Aid. It is important to note that the Aid was released
only after Congress received the complaint. Zelensky also cancelled
an interview with CNN, where he was most likely going to announce
the investigations publically.
The Intelligence Committee is going to release an
impeachment report which will be transferred to the House Judiciary
Committee where they will vote on Article of Impeachment.
Democrats have a majority in both the House and the Judiciary
committee, therefore the president is at a high risk of being
impeached. If the president is impeached, the case will then move to
the Senate where the Republicans hold the majority.
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BEHIND THE SCENES: STUDENT COUNCIL BY
MEEKA VARDI

In the advanced modern world, unifying our minds is an important step
that must be taken to reach our goals. However, not all minds are equal, and that
is why the world is divided into hierarchies. The most distinguished, qualified,
and responsible members of each community are chosen to lead justly, make
sound decisions, and bring reform to the greatest extent possible. Recognizing the
previously stated truths, Parsippany Hills High School introduced a student
council following their opening in hopes that it could nurture crucial leadership
and authority skills in bright students. Led by Mrs. Mejia and Mrs. Driscoll, the
student council has made tremendous accomplishments, improving the school
and its student body with every step. I took to the source, visiting the student
council themselves and questioned them on their motives, beliefs, and hopes for
the future.
Based on my interview of student council vice president Austin Ruth and
advisor Mrs. Mejia, this year’s student council has turned out to be incredibly
hardworking, determined, and shares a love for Parsippany Hills High School.
However, the consensus seems to be that there could be some changes made to
the way student council runs and is organized.
From my perspective, the student council seems to be doing exactly what
they are supposed to be doing and are, possibly, abiding by the rules too closely.
This, however, is not their fault. It has been brought to my attention that there
are very strict guidelines and regulations placed upon the student council. Some
things tend to feel “rigid”. According to Kunal Chauhan, in charge of student
action and spirit, “We work with what we can, under the circumstances”. Not
having the desired amount of freedom can be frustrating at times, and
understandably so. However, it was noted that things are looking up.
Upon seeing the student council meet during lunch, I have concluded that
never in my life have I seen any group of students work this hard. The Parsippany
Hills High School student council and its advisors are a group of amazing people,
all incredibly driven and hopeful for the school’s future. My goal is not to bash the
student council, nor is it to expose them. My goal is to have their voices be heard,
even if it means not everyone will like what is printed. I would like to thank the
student council for being honest with me and for taking the time out of their very
busy schedules to talk to me.
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COMING FULL CIRCLE BY LAUREN GEIGER
Three years ago, Paige Restaino headed the ball into the back of the
net for a Parsippany Hills’ 1-0 over Haddonfield in the Group II girls soccer
final. It was the school’s first ever state championship title, and they
basked in the glory and attention that they so rightfully deserved. As a
freshman that year, I was ecstatic to witness the girls soccer victory and
hoped that maybe one day, I could experience the same win.
And, on the 16th day of November 2019, it happened. The
Parsippany Hills Girls Soccer Team boarded a bus that would take them to
Kean University where they were set to play Wall in the Group II girls
soccer final. No one had expected them to get this far: commentators,
teams, and other coaches doubted their ability throughout the season.
They claimed that their win over Hanover Park was pure luck. They
predicted them to lose to Ramsey in the next round, and when they beat
the Rams, there were still those that doubted their abilities as a team.
97 minutes of intense play later, Nerina San Martin scored the
winning goal that deemed Parsippany Hills as the Group II girls soccer
champion, regaining the title three years later. It was truly a moment like
no other. I ran across the field, no longer feeling the fatigue and the cold
that nipped at my toes, and hugged my center forward. My teammates and
I swarmed around her, tackling her to the ground and forming one huge
dogpile. After a few moments of intense hugging, I looked around, noticing
anything and everything. I noticed the way the lights lit up the field,
making it glow in the night’s darkness. I noticed the crowd, cheering for
the team that no one saw coming. Most importantly, though, I noticed the
genuine happiness and smiles plastered on the faces of my coaches and
teammates, the same smile that was strewn across my own face.
I am blessed to have been a part of such an incredible team and to
have experienced such an amazing moment. With a lot of hard work and a
little bit of magic, the Parsippany Hills 2019 Girls Soccer Team was
victorious once again with two new trophies in the trophy case to show for
it.

7

IPLE Photos From the Princeton Model Congress

IPLE TACKLES THE CAPITAL BY LAUREN GEIGER
Before partaking in the traditional Thanksgiving turkey and
stuffing, the students involved in Par Hills’ Institute for Political and Legal
Education (I.P.L.E.) class packed their suitcases and headed for
Washington, D.C. While in the nation’s capital, the students were eager to
debate their bills they had prepped and previously presented in class with
other students from across the country. They also had the amazing
opportunity of exploring D.C. on their own, visiting the monuments and
strolling down Connecticut Avenue.
I was privileged enough to attend such a phenomenal trip, and I
encourage all underclassmen to consider taking I.P.L.E. as a senior. If
you’re interested in debating, political science, or history, this class is the
perfect match for you. It was a class I had been looking forward to taking
ever since I was a freshman, and I’m truly glad that I get to be a part of
such an amazing class with my fellow peers and two amazing advisors.
Here are some pictures that try, but don’t nearly capture the sheer
magnitude of such a historic place, as well as some pictures of our current
I.P.L.E. students enjoying Washington, D.C.
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