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Here’s the 9th issue
of the school
newspaper!

We hope you are

all getting ready to
enjoy the warmer
days ahead. The
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worst of Spring is
over and we all
can’t wait for
summer!

We hope you enjoy

the latest edition of
the Voyager.

On the front cover:
cherry blossoms [picture taken by
Meeka Vardi]

10
1

IMPORTANT DATES!

CHERRY BLOSSOMS BY MEEKA VARDI

GLYPHOSATE BY MEEKA VARDI
As people of an ever-changing society, with new controversies
about food and more information about the environment appearing every
day, it is time to get the facts straight. Let us start by asking this simple
question: What is in my food?
Glyphosate, a herbicide common among farms worldwide, has been
popping up along the headlines of major news broadcasting companies
recently. More affectionately known by CBS as the “Weed-killing chemical
linked to cancer found in some children's breakfast foods,” glyphosate has
come to have acquired a rather unfavorable reputation. According to the
non-profit Environmental Working Group (EWG), traces of glyphosate have
been found in granola bars, cereals, and oats that have been deemed
unsafe to consume by some scientists. Many would assume that due to its
incriminating evidence it would be banned. Yet, somehow, that is not the
case.
Such as in many other cases throughout the world, profit has been
placed at a higher level of importance than health. Glyphosate is in over
750 products including the most widely deployed herbicide in the world,
Monsanto’s Roundup. Last August, the jury in a civil trial found Monsanto,
which was acquired earlier this year by the German chemical behemoth
Bayer, guilty of causing the cancer of Dewayne Johnson, a school
groundskeeper. The jury awarded Johnson $289m (a judge later reduced
the award to $78m, citing statutory limits). Roughly 8,700 similar cases
against Monsanto are also before the courts. Glyphosate has been linked to
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a form of malignant lymphoma distinguished
from Hodgkin's disease only by the absence of binucleate giant cells.
While the moderately toxic herbicide carries the signal word
WARNING on the label, it continues to hold its title as the most commonly
used herbicide in the world. While efforts have been made to ensure
common foods such as almonds, carrots, quinoa, and beets are no longer a
threat, there is no guarantee that our foods are not a risk to our health. At
least now you have an excuse to not eat your fruits and vegetables.
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On Wednesday, March 20th, the annual Cherry Blossom Festival
commenced, in Washington D.C. with the bitter-sweet aroma of cherries.
This tradition dates back to 1910, yet its rich history is often overlooked. In
1909, former first lady Helen Herron Taft received a letter from “the
woman who shaped national geographic,” (National Geographic). Eliza
Ruhamah Scidmore, suggested to plant cherry blossoms around the Tidal
Basin. After a few tweaks were proposed, the Japanese consol offered to
donate nearly 2,000 trees. However, upon their arrival, the Department of
Agriculture had discovered the trees to be infested with insects. The
beautiful trees met their demise upon the hot flames and ashes of a blazing
fire. However, in 1912, a second set of trees were donated once again by
the mayor of Tokyo to Washington D.C.
The trees themselves were somewhat of an olive branch - or rather
a Japanese Cherry Blossom branch. Mayor Yukio Ozaki wanted to support
friendly relations between the U.S. and Japan, and he continued to do so
even after the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On his
deathbed, he stated, “As I gaze at cherry blossoms in my garden from my
sickbed I recall the Potomac in Spring” (Rothman, Lily. “The Complicated
History Behind Washington’s Cherry Trees”).
On March 27th, 1912, former First Lady Helen Herron Taft and the
Japanese Ambassador’s wife ceremoniously planted the first two saplings
on the northern bank of the Tidal Basin. Contrary to popular belief, the
gorgeous trees that decorate this nation’s capital are not limited to
Japanese Cherry Blossoms. They include Yoshino Cherry, Akebono Cherry,
Weeping Cherry, Japanese Crab Apples, Magnolias, Dogwoods, and Red
Buds. These trees have become one of D.C.’s most impressive tourist
attractions, and will forever symbolize the peace between the U.S and one
of it’s greatest allies: Japan.
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(EMF), which has been correlated to AirPods. The International Agency for

CHEMTRAILS BY RHEA SHAJAN

Research on Cancer determined that EMF is possibly carcinogenic to
humans. Jerry Phillips, spokesperson for a worldwide petition to amend
the regulations of EMF, endorses this message. The petition warns people

Have you ever looked up at the sky and saw several long, thin
streaks of clouds? I’m sure we all have noticed them before, but have you
thought what is it or even where it’s coming from?
Many people believe these clouds come from jets that fly over our
heads every day. Scientifically it makes sense because when a jet engine
emits out hot, humid air into the cold atmosphere, condensation results.
The water vapor coming out of the engine condenses into water droplets
and then crystallizes into ice. These ice crystals are the clouds that we see
forming behind the engine. That is why the streaks we see are called
contrails, short for "condensation trails." Though this seems valid, many
are still intrigued by the topic since there are also other byproducts of
engine exhaust, including carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfate particles
and soot. Conspiracy theorists have named contrails "chemtrails" because
they suspect that the government is taking advantage of this scientific

about the health risks for non-ionizing radiation from wireless devices,
that current regulations and research are inadequate; Signatories wish to
enforce the following requests: children and pregnant women be
protected, guidelines and regulatory standards are strengthened,
manufacturers be encouraged to develop safer technology, utilities
responsible for the generation, transmission, distribution, and monitoring
of electricity maintain adequate power quality and ensure proper
electrical wiring to minimize harmful ground current, the public be fully
informed about the potential health risks from electromagnetic energy
and taught harm reduction strategies, medical professionals be educated
about the biological effects of electromagnetic energy and be provided
training on treatment of patients with electromagnetic sensitivity,
governments fund training, and research on electromagnetic fields and
health that is independent of industry and mandate industry cooperation

occurence to secretly release other substances into the atmosphere. As

with researchers, media disclose experts’ financial relationships with

interesting as that may sound, the likelihood of it being true is limited.

industry when citing their opinions regarding health and safety aspects of

Youtube videos, countless conspiracy theories and websites all mention

EMF-emitting technologies, and white-zones (radiation-free areas) be

different stories, each of them with various explanations of these

established. In the end, everyone has a choice. The questions is: is it really

chemtrails. With so many types of answers, there still needs to be more

worth it?

research done to figure out truly are these clouds we see. Until then, we
can continue to stare up at the sky and wonder about these gorgeous
chemtrails we see everyday!
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ensuring that as much of it as possible is recycled can we limit the

2019 ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER ELECTION BY
MEEKA VARDI

deleterious effects of this ubiquitous substance.

As of Wednesday morning (April 10), vote counts appeared to give
Netanyahu a historic fifth term in office. This, being no shock to Israel’s
conservatives, was a grave disappointment to the country’s liberals. Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s Likud party now has 35 seats in the Knesset (the
unicameral national legislature of Israel), along with the Blue and White
party, followed by the Shas and United Torah Judaism with 8 seats, Hadash Ta’al and the Israeli Labor Party with 6 seats, the United Right and Yisrael
Beiteinu with 5 seats, and the Kulanu, Meretz, and Ra’am - Balad with 4 seats
(respectively). The Blue and White Alliance ended up conceding the race,
with Israeli officer Benyamin Gantz claiming that “the war is not over”.
An Israeli public relations firm, Kaizler Inbar, hid cameras within

ARE AIRPODS SAFE? BY MEEKA VARDI

polling stations in hopes of lowering Arab voter turnout. It was later
discovered that this voter-intimidation tactic managed to decrease voter

AirPods. You can seldom go a day without seeing them fixed in the
ears of one of your peers. Or sometimes, unfortunately enough, on the
ground. Jerry Philips, a Biochemistry professor at the University of
Colorado stated that the famous AirPods pose a threat to the millions of
people that use the wireless earbuds every day. He proclaimed, “My
concern for AirPods is that their placement in the ear canal exposes
tissues in the head to relatively high levels of radiofrequency radiation."
AirPods have been known to stay in the ear, even while you workout.
However, this advantage means the radiation given off will come in closer
contact with crucial membranes. Roughly 250 researchers from more than
40 countries have signed a petition to the United Nations and the World
Health Organization expressing “serious concern” about the radiation
emitted by wireless devices, including Bluetooth technologies. Scientists

turnout by nearly 50 percent. This was acknowledged by Israeli officials and
the Central Elections Committee’s legal counsel said filming in polling
stations was prohibited. However, the Likud Party, who publicly expressed
their gratitude for Kaizler Inbar’s act, was not penalized.
Four right-wing parties (Kulanu, The Union of The Right Wing Parties,
Shas, and the United Torah Judaism) all revealed their praise for Prime
Minister Netanyahu and declared to support him throughout his next term.
These four parties are expected to have 25 seats in the Knesset (total), which,
when combined with the Likud’s 35 seats, will make up half of the Knesset.
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s close ally, President Trump, exclaimed
his joy for his friend’s success. President Trump stated, “The fact that Bibi
won, I think we’ll see some pretty good action in terms of peace. Everybody
said, and I never made it a promise, you can’t have peace in the
(cont pg. 5)

have found that cancer, neurological disorders, and DNA damage as some
of the possible harms that research has tied to electromagnetic fields
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Middle East with Israel and the Palestinians. But I think we have a chance,
and I think now we have a better chance with Bibi having won.” President

PLASTIC USE BY MEEKA VARDI

Trump did not fail to mention that he believes a government led by
Netanyahu would improve the odds of reaching a peace deal between

Do the words polyethylene terephthalate, polyvinyl chloride,

Israel and the Palestinians. This is has been the goal of numerous

polystyrene, and polymethyl methacrylate ring a bell? How about the word

administrations and the world will have to wait to see if this agreement

plastic? Plastic, a household product used daily and beloved for its

will ever be reached.

convenience, has been a burden on the shoulders of this Earth. Since 1907,
plastic has become common in the homes of billions of humans. Plastic can
be found in every country, from Argentina to Zimbabwe. Mountains of
plastic trash have been found everywhere in the world’s oceans, from one
of the most remote specks of dirt on the planet, Henderson Island, a tiny
uninhabited coral atoll in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, to the deepest
spot on Earth, the Mariana Trench, which plummets to a depth of 36,070
feet below sea level. Plastic use has become increasingly common, and with
that its harmful effects on the environment. Unfortunately, the idea of
maintaining a stable environment has become increasingly obsolete.
According to a study done by Gallup at Princeton University, only 32% of
students believed global warming or climate change is a significant issue
and should be dealt with as such. The University of Hawaii’s research has
demonstrated that when plastic is exposed to direct sunlight, it can react
to produce the harmful greenhouse gases methane and ethylene. Plastic
trash is found in the guts of more than 90% of the world’s sea birds, in the
stomachs of more than half of the world’s sea turtles, and it’s even choking
the life out of whales. At the rate at which plastic is accumulating in the
oceans of the planet, it’s predicted that, by 2050, the mass of plastic in the
world’s oceans will exceed the mass of all the fish that live there. With
global concern about methane emissions already sky high, and
environmentalists all over the world already lobbying to limit the amount
Benny Gantz (L) and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu (R)

of plastic that ends up in a landfill and our oceans, the new findings
represent yet another reason to take action immediately. Only by reining
in our production of plastic and
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