Knight Life would like to congratulate the Class of 2023 as they
move on to high school next year! We have had quite a year, from Santa
Karate jokes to mesmerizing poems to a ridiculously long article about the
737MAX8. This issue, we have articles from reporters in the softball and
baseball teams, as well as aviation geeks, future authors, hard-working and
lazy editors, poets, comedians, and meme fans. This is the majority of our
editors' final newspaper issue. Our amazing, hard-working, current Heditor
(head-editor) and formatter Saanvi Vavilala will be replaced by Hope Rosen
next year. On behalf of the editors, we would like to thank you for all your
support. We would also like to thank Mrs. Kellie Andersen for running this
club and giving us all the opportunity to show off our (mediocre) writing
skills to Brooklawn. She has also calculated that this issue will be 100%
awesome!! Did you like our math joke? No? Anyway, enjoy this issue of
Knight Life!

Sincerely, the Editors – Saanvi Vavilala, Naveena Godfrey,
Aron Dutia, Alex Baxter, Meghan Liang, Sophia Zygmunt, Catherine
Peng, Alli Squillace, and Isabella Ferdinandi

Last Day of

6th Grade

School

Orientation

June 20th

August 29th

It’s the last day of
school! Enjoy your
summer vacation!

~ For incoming 6th
graders

First Day of
School
September 3rd
Although we don’t
want to get ahead of
ourselves, it’s good to
know!

A Local Win
In early April, 8th grader Saanvi
Vavilala drew her vision of what
having class in outer space would
look like for an art contest. Voting
began on April 15th and lasted
through to the 25th. After some
exposure from her family and
friends, she was able to rack up
many votes on Instagram and
Facebook, which would be
weighed into the judges scoring. A
few days after voting ended,
Saanvi received an email notifying
her that she won the contest in
the 6th-8th grade level! In early
May, her family received a letter
notifying her that she will be
given a $500 check as a prize and
that $500 will also be given
Brooklawn Middle School later in
the year.

By: Hope Rosen
Ice-cream is a cool, creamy dessert that comes in a variety of flavors. It is most commonly eaten
during the summer and is acclaimed as the fifth best dessert in America! It can top your favorite pies, be
put into a milkshake, or just be eaten by itself. But did you ever wonder how ice cream actually came to be?
This is the history of ice-cream, from the Persians to the modern world.

500 B.C. - People of the Persian Empire would pour grape juice concentrate over snow and eat it
during the summer.
31-68 B.C. - Historians found that the Roman Emperor Nero liked to eat ice from the mountains
with fruit and honey toppings.
200 A.D. - Ancient Chinese records tell of a frozen mixture of milk and rice was consumed as a
summertime treat.
800-900 A.D. - Arabs defined the ingredients of ice cream by making milk and sugar its primary
ingredients.
Late 13th Century - Marco Polo Returns to Italy, carrying the tale and recipe for ice-cream with
him.
1533 - Ice-Cream is now eaten all across Europe, not just in a few countries.
1744 - Scottish colonists brought the ice-cream recipe to North America.
1846 - Nancy Johnson invented the first hand-cranked and portable freezer, which can store icecream.
1851 - Commercial ice-cream production starts in North America.
1904 - The first ice-cream cones got invented at the World’s Fair in St. Louis.
1926 - The invention of the continuous viable freezer marks the beginning of the worldwide icecream industry.
Late 20th Century - Soft-serve ice-cream gets introduced.
http://www.icecreamhistory.net/frozen-dessert-history/ice-cream-timeline/
http://schoepsicecream.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Flavors-Scoop-shot-1-1.png

The 737 MAX Controversy: Explained
Written by Kenneth Cheng
Co-written by Valmik Revankar
Recently, there has been a massive increase in
controversy around the new Boeing 737 MAX series of
aircraft. From their recent grounding to a very uncommon flyby-cable system, the public has grown to be afraid of this
“extremely dangerous” aircraft. However, the media’s
portrayal of the 737 MAX series, and this series of aircraft in
particular, is quite exaggerated. With the overwhelming
amount of chaos surrounding this topic, it is important to recognize the true state of this matter. In
order to fully understand the issues and conflicts surrounding this plane, it is necessary to understand
the events leading to the current condition around the 737 MAX “family” of airliners.
In 2006, Boeing’s rival company, the French/British plane manufacturer Airbus, announced
their creation of a new, single-aisle aircraft, called the A320neo. These new aircraft would feature
new engines capable of higher fuel efficiency and improved avionic systems. The creation of this
aircraft would pose a very real competitive threat to the existing lineup of the Boeing 737 family, with
both aircraft sharing very similar characteristics in size, range, cost, and capacity. Both planes are
single-aisle aircraft with a capacity of up to 225 seats. They are also mostly used for regional flying,
but sometimes international travel as well. Both planes also cost a similar amount, at around $115
million USD. In 2011, Boeing announced their response to the A320neo, as well as American Airlines’
demand for a new, refined 737, the 737 MAX series. It would have quieter, more efficient CFM LEAP
1B engines, higher accuracy, simplified avionics, faster onboard WiFi, along with more efficient
control surfaces such as upgraded ailerons, rudder, and flaps. To many airlines, this new aircraft
seemed like a much better choice than the A320neo, and as a result, the 737 MAX series
accumulated orders very quickly. But, in order to make all those exciting new changes in fuel
efficiency while keeping the iconic 737 family design, they would need to fit new engines: two much
larger LEAP 1B engines. However, in this new fitting process, an important issue soon arose. The short
landing gear of all 737-family aircraft was much closer to the ground than the rival A320 family’s. For
Boeing, this meant that the new engines would not fit under the existing aircraft because they would
be too close to the ground, almost scraping it. In some cases, such as a change in elevation on either
the airport of the aircraft, damage would be done. To solve this imminent problem, the engineers
working at Boeing made an extension to the nose (forward) landing gear strut, along with moving the
wing/engine assemblies and engines upward in order to accommodate the larger, more efficient
engine. This new change to the aircraft is actually so important, that a system was implemented
inside the diagnostics of the aircraft. When Boeing introduced the 737 MAX series, they stated that a
pilot would only need a two-hour training course in order to learn and fly the MAX and adapt to the
plane’s characteristics. This was very similar to Airbus’ claim, in which they stated that A320 pilots
would be able to operate A320neo aircraft with no additional training. Minimal changes were made so
the regular 737 pilots could fly this new aircraft, allowing airlines to save money. A new sensor
system, that controls pitch, was on the 737 MAX planes, and the 737 MAX planes only, which was

introduced to the pilots originally when they first learned to fly the 737 series. For the majority of the
time, an aircraft’s pilot is so experienced, that an automated anti-stall system is unnecessary, but due
to the change in air flow, the existence of the system, referred to as MCAS, was necessary to ensure
the pilots made the correct decisions.
Fast forward to October of 2018. The Indonesian low-cost carrier Lion Air Flight JT610 takes off
from Jakarta Airport in Indonesia. 6 minutes later, it would shatter, and end up in the Java Sea. March
of next year. Ethiopian Airlines Flight ET302, slams into a field in Bishoftu, Ethiopia just minutes after
takeoff. It so happens that the next crash was on the same aircraft: the 737 MAX 8. During the evercrucial take-off process, the plane’s Maneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System (MCAS) was
critical in the case of Flight JT610. Due to the design changes like the engines having been moved
forward, the likelihood of the plane stalling increases. A stall is a situation caused by the loss of lift
from under the wings. If it is not stopped, a point occurs when the aircraft loses upward momentum
and begins to dive. The primary purpose of the MCAS system is to prevent stalling. It forces the pilots
to put the plane's nose down, in order to prevent stalling. In contrast, onboard ET302, the MCAS also
played an important role, possibly along with another terrible event: a bird strike. A few seconds after
the plane’s gear left the ground, one of two MCAS sensors, called the “alpha vanes”, were either
damaged or forcibly removed from the aircraft. There is a high possibility which has recently sprouted
around ET302, suggesting that a flock of birds may have struck the aircraft, causing damage to the
sensor system. This likely caused the MCAS system to malfunction or “disagree”, which in turn,
caused unintentional consequences. As shown in the “Black Box” (cockpit recorder) system, the pilots
of ET302 turned the broken system off after the bird strike, as they thought it was faulty. It was also
shown, however, that after they had disabled the malfunctioning system and regained control of the
plane, they turned the system on once again (As stated in this document) for unknown reasons. This
pilot error combined with the bird strike, resulted in the final and fatal plunge for the Ethiopian Airlines
flight. The unfortunate pilots and passengers dove into the field at a speed of about 575 mph. These
accidents sparked the attention from news, causing it to be a victim of exaggeration from major
networks, causing the aircraft to earn an unfavorable position.
The FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) has also been under fire recently for letting Boeing
have too much wiggle room in the design of their airplanes. Recently, the FAA and Dennis Muilenburg
(Boeing’s CEO) had been questioned by a separate branch of government for their roles in the 737
MAX aircraft. They have since stuck with their original statement and believe that these aircraft are
reliable, safe, and efficient.
After these events, all 737 MAX series aircraft around the world have been grounded. The
public has grown to be afraid of flying, even though the chances of a plane crash, in general, is less
than 1 out of 1 million, which has already factored this aircraft into its results. With over five thousand
orders at the time of writing, the 737 MAX program will likely be successful, with the orders currently
totaling roughly 575 billion dollars. Despite a large amount of controversy, very few airlines have
canceled their orders. The planes will return to service soon, and with the reassurance of the US
Government, the 737 MAX will likely regain its original reputation.
While the past of the 737 MAX series has had incidents and controversy, the future of this
aircraft is looking stable and bright. Unfortunately, it is only through experience, incidents, and time,
that we can learn and improve. And with every possible step taken to further improve flying, the
world of commercial aviation can only become safer as time passes onward.
Works Cited: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zUZ_Lh6hzcnq5uVB0wUTukOZNhmvdOx8m5M3F6tfi74

On the Verge

SPECIES Trembling BETWEEN EXISTENCE AND
EXTINCTION

This Edition: Black-footed

Once thought to be globally extinct, black-footed ferrets are highly
endangered. Fortunately, their population is making a comeback thanks to
efforts from many state and federal agencies, zoos, Native American tribes,
conservation organizations and private landowners.
About Black-Footed Ferrets
Black-footed ferrets are
small creatures that live in the
prairies of Midwest America.
Their diet consists mainly of
prairie dogs in addition ground
squirrels, small rodents,
rabbits and birds. Black-footed
ferrets spend most of their time
underground, leaving their
burrows at night for hunting. Their long, lean, bodies are made for
navigating underground tunnels of prairie dog colonies and can squeeze into
just about anywhere.
Why are they endangered?
Black-footed ferrets are no longer
critically endangered, but their
population is still under attack by
habitat loss and disease. In 1999, an
outbreak of sylvatic plague swept
through the release sites, decimating
populations of ferrets and prairie
dogs, the ferret’s main food item.
However, recently, fifteen black-footed
ferrets have been released into prairie
dog colonies on the Fort Belknap
Reservation. Many more efforts like
this have been made towards restoring
this amazing creatures’ population.

How You Can Help
Most people feel sympathetic towards endangered animals, or animals in
general, but here are a few ways that you can make an impact and help
recover the black-footed ferret populations. First, if you can convince your
parents to care, you can ask them to ‘adopt’ a black-footed ferret from the
World Wildlife Fund website. The money will go towards helping a blackfooted ferret survive; in the wild or in captivity for breeding. Or, if you
are not able to do that, the best way to help is to spread awareness. Most
people don’t know about these amazing creatures, and just giving them some
publicity can help more than you know. Just like the ending school year, the
black-footed ferrets’ struggle with survival is about to conclude.
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/black-footed-ferret

Splash into Summer Overview
By: Carlye Atwell
After receiving the results from my Google Form, Splash into
Summer, I was able to learn a thing or two about your view on the
season of summer.
Most people said that the thing that they enjoyed most about summer was that there is no
school. The second most popular response was that people really liked going to the pool and
swimming.
The most popular response for a summer vacation destination was Orlando, Florida! The
second most popular choices were Aruba and Punta Cana.
Most people said that their favorite foods to eat during summer are hamburgers and hot
dogs, and the second most popular choices were ice cream, pudding, and chocolate!
The amount of people with their birthdays in the summer was… zero! No one who completed
the survey happened to have a summer birthday! Rather, most people actually had spring birthdays.
The most popular response was that the weather can be too hot and overwhelming and then
you are stuck inside doing nothing. The second most popular response was that it ends too quickly.
The most popular response was... spring and summer!!! We had a tie!!! The second most
popular response was winter. Surprisingly, no one chose fall, probably because school starts back up
again.
The most people who have traveled to one place were… India and California!!! The second
most popular place that people have traveled to was Florida.
Most people said that they preferred... playing outside! I am actually very surprised at these
results; I thought more people would choose swimming in the pool. This question only had two
choices.
The grand finale has arrived: Question 9. Most people said that they did go to a summer
camp! The results were very close, the second most popular choice was that people didn’t go to
camp at all, and the third most popular choice was that they sometimes or occasionally go to camp.
The second choice was off by 1 vote, so the results were very close.
That is my overview of the survey. Thank you to all who participated in this activity. I hope
you have a splendid summer!

Plastic: A Material of Contradiction
By Aarush Rompally

Plastic. A material made to last forever. A material that is used
once and thrown away. A material that saves lives on those I-woke-upreally-really-really-late mornings, permitting people to just grab
disposable water bottles, rather than having to hunt for their metal
reusable ones. A material that is, day after day, creeping over us like a
tsunami, on the verge of collapsing onto all life and suffocating it
forever. Plastic: a material of contradiction.

By 2050, the ocean
will contain more
plastic than fish in
weight. But what does
that mean? Take this
image, for instance:
By 2050, this peaceful
aquatic scene will
exist only in our
memories, and this will
lurk in our nightmares:
A haven of
diversity and
growth destroyed
beyond even the
hope of repair. An
entire food
supply,
eliminated.
Species that
endured millennia
of evolution and
frigid ice ages,
lost.

This is not something that pertains to just a few of us. It is
a global problem that all of us must actively work against. It’s
kind of like… when Mrs. Sack or Mr. Stella tells us that there is
no point in the band playing piano if one person is playing forte it will still sound forte (band reference ;)). In the same way, all
of us must at least begin to cut down on our plastic footprint.
Some items may seem very small, incapable of doing anything in
the grand scheme of the world. What can a single plastic straw do?
you ask. Click here to find out. *Warning: Not a video for the

weak-stomached! Graphic content!
The injured creature
to the left is a sea
turtle with a plastic
straw in its nose.
Those single straws
add up. It is estimated

that 500 million
plastic straws are
disposed of every
single day in the U.S.
alone!

And this is just one
turtle. What happens
when we add in dolphins, and birds, and fish, and stray dogs?
We are in the midst of the sixth mass-extinction. Over 200
species are perishing daily, most of them organisms we don’t
even know exist.
So, before you dash to your garage to pull out that
disposable plastic water bottle, consider spending a few extra
minutes to find that reusable one hiding in your car. You can
never know who, or what, will be harmed by your waste.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:

https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate
https://www.ted.com/talks/emma_bryce_what_really_happens_to_the_plastic_you_throw_away
http://www.byebyeplasticbags.org/
SOURCES:
https://www.nps.gov/articles/straw-free.htm
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/elements_of_biodiversity/extinction_crisis/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/01/20/by-2050-there-will-be-more-plastic-than-fish-in-the-worlds-oceans-study-says/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d6c028c601b9

Cyberbullying
By: Krystal Portillo

Hello, my name is Lisa. I go to a public
middle school, where I have a ton of friends. This
is the story of how I was cyberbullied.

One day I woke up to my phone buzzing. I
checked who it was, and saw that my friends had been
texting me. I checked the texts to find out one of
my best friends, let’s call her Julia, had been
posting embarrassing lies about me. In her post she
said, “Lisa only uses her friends for popularity, so
don’t trust her friendships.” When I first saw it, I
couldn’t believe it! How could Julia say this about me?! I quickly texted Julia
right after, asking her about the post. She cursed and called me names, saying I
was a fake friend. She then proceeded to block me. I was devastated, but soon I
received a ton of messages from angry friends asking me about the post. When I
tried to explain myself, they didn’t believe me. Not only had this post
embarrassed me but it had also ruined my friendships.
The next day I woke up, dreading the thought of
going to school. I was afraid of getting even more
embarrassed than I already was. I had told my mom the
day before about the situation but she didn’t really
understand. She told me to ignore it, but it wasn’t
that easy, especially when the whole school was talking
about it. The comment had been posted several times, I
tried to stop myself from reading messages from people,
but, when I did, I felt like crying. I felt guilty even
though I hadn't done anything. When it was time to go
to school, I thought of confronting Julia but I was too afraid. That morning I
wore baggy sweatshirt and sweatpants with the hood over my head, but
unfortunately it wasn't enough to make me go unnoticed. The hallway was a storm
of whispers and gossip, whenever I walked past, I could hear people talking about
me. I didn't have anyone there for me when I needed them most; I had lost all my
friends and the hands of a former bestie. I was now alone and helpless, and I
felt that there was no way to fix the situation.
As the school day continued, I watched the clock more and more closely,
waiting for the school day to end. When the dismissal bell finally rang, I got my
things and went out the door hoping to get outside first and away from everyone,
but someone stopped me in my tracks. It was a girl named Ashley who was on my
elementary school soccer team. Before I could walk away, she said “I don't
believe what Julia posted about you, I know who you are as a person and you would
never do that.” I looked at her and smiled, finally there was someone who
understood me. I continued on my walk home and thought about how grateful I was
for what Ashley had said to me, it brought a bit of hope that things would one
day go back to normal. Later, when I was finished with my homework, I went on my
phone. Not expecting anything good, but what I saw brought me so much joy. Ashley
had posted a comment saying “Lisa is a trustworthy person and she takes her
friendships very seriously; she would never use them for popularity. #repost” My
whole feed was full of reposts of Ashley’s post. Thanks to Ashley's brave and
positive actions I finally earned my confidence back.

Punny Jokes

Collected by Alexander Baxter

1. What do you call a dinosaur that is sleeping?

15. Why does a seagull fly over the sea?

2. What is fast, loud and crunchy?

gull(bagel).

3. Why did the teddy bear say no to dessert?

A palm tree!

A dino-snore!

A rocket chip!

Because she was stuffed.

Because if it flew over the bay, it would be a bay16. What kind of tree fits in your hand?
17. What is worse than raining cats and dogs?

4. What has ears but cannot hear?

Hailing taxis!

5. What did the left eye say to the right eye?

Snow!

A cornfield.

Between us, something smells!

18. What falls in winter but never gets hurt?
19. What building in New York has the most stories?

6. What do you get when you cross a vampire and a

The public library!

Frost bite!

It waves!

snowman?

7. What did one plate say to the other plate?

20. How do we know that the ocean is friendly?
21. What is a tornado’s favorite game to play?

Dinner is on me!

Twister!

Because the teacher told him it was a piece of cake!

Eclipse it.

8. Why did the student eat his homework?

9. Two pickles fell out of a jar onto the floor. What

22. How does the moon cut his hair?
23. How does a scientist freshen her breath?

did one say to the other?

With experi-mints!

10. Why did the kid cross the playground?

Computer chips!!

Dill with it.

To get to the other slide.

24. What is a computer's favorite snack?
25. What time is it when the clock strikes 13?

11. What do you call a droid that takes the long way

Time to get a new clock.

R2 detour.

It goes through a jarring experience.

around?

12. When does a joke become a “dad” joke?

26. How does a cucumber become a pickle?
27. What do you think of that new diner on the moon?

When the punchline is a parent.

Food was good, but there really wasn’t much

Just let it fall.

29. Why did the dinosaur cross the road?

13. How do you make a lemon drop?
14. What did the limestone say to the geologist?
Don’t take me for granite!
http://redtri.com/best-jokes-for-kids/slide/1

atmosphere.

Because the chicken wasn’t born yet.

The Cutest Animals in the World
By: Sophia Zygmunt
I am a total animal lover, especially when it comes to irresistibly adorable animals! This article contains some of
the cutest animals in the world, according to Earth & World!

Persian Cat

The Persian Cat is best known for its
friendly nature. It has cute, large eyes,
long silky fur and a playful nature. They
are easy to maintain, don’t require
constant attention, and adjust very well
with other animals and children, making
the Persian cat an ideal pet.

Koala

Only found in Australia, koalas are one of
the few marsupials found in the world. It
looks sort of like a teddy bear even
though they are not related to the bear
family. They live in the trees and eat
Eucalyptus leaves. The koala doesn’t need
additional water to survive because
Eucalyptus leaves provide all the liquid
that a koala needs. In fact, the word koala
means “no water”. The large nose, round
ears, and innocent face have made the
Koala one of the most popular attractions
in Australia.

Arctic Fox

The arctic fox is well adapted to survive
in one of the most extreme climates on
earth. This amazing animal has thick
white fur in the winter and sparse,
brown fur in the summer. The arctic fox
has large ears and a bushy tail used to
shield itself in from the wind. Awww!

Fennec Fox

This fox looks like a cross between a cat
and a dog rather than a regular fox
making it so much cuter than other breeds
of foxes. It has large ears, a small body,
and large, inquisitive eyes making it look
that much more loveable. In some rare
instances it is kept as a pet and is a very
playful and active animal.

3. Rabbit

Anyone who has seen a rabbit knows that
they are super cute! With their twitchy
snout, long ears, cute front teeth, and
sweet little eyes they make one of the
cutest and one of the most popular pets in
the world. These sweet little furballs come
in a variety of different colors and
patterns.

Hedgehog

Red Panda

The red panda can only be found in the
slopes of the Himalayas. Even though it
is called a panda, it is not closely related
to its black and white cousin. With its
dark reddish to brown fur with white
markings, bushy tail, and short legs, this
animal is very small compared to the
giant panda. The red panda population is
dwindling rapidly due to habitat
destruction, poaching, and climate
change.

This small, spiny mammal is super
cute because of its small size, tiny
limbs, and adorable face. The
hedgehog babies are cuter than the
adults and will melt your heart.
These nocturnal animals are
commonly found in Europe, Asia,
and North America. They are
omnivores and don’t have many
natural predators due to the spines
on their backs.

Continued ->

Penguin

Pomeranian

8. Pygmy owl

The Pomeranian is to dogs like the Persian
A penguin waddling in the ice is
probably one of the cutest sights you (#1 on the list) is to cats. It is one of the most
widely bred dog breeds and one of the most
will ever see. Even cuter than a fullbeautiful. They have easy-going
grown penguin is a small penguin.
personalities and are known as toy dogs.
They need to be taken care of by their They have thick fur, fluffy tails and teddy
parents or they will die on their own. bear-like faces making them popular pets.
At zoos and wildlife preserves,
The new trend of celebrities carrying
penguins are the most visited species. around small dogs has further increased the
Pomeranian’s popularity.

When you think ‘owl’ I’m sure you don’t
think cute. This small bird is found in
Europe, North America, and Asia. The
pygmy owl is the smallest species of owl
with large eyes, a small body, and
beautiful patterns on the wings. While
the pygmy owl is cute, it is also a deadly
predator that expertly hunts rabbit and
other small animals.

https://earthnworld.com/3757-cutest-animals-in-the-world/
Persian Cat: https://earthnworld.com/3757-cutest-animals-in-the-world/
Fennec Fox: https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fennec-fox/
Rabbit: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/strange-tidy-story-rabbit-domestication-also-completely-false-180968168/
Pomeranian:https://www.greenfieldpuppies.com/pomeranian-puppies-for-sale/
Red panda: https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d674d33496a4e77457a6333566d54/share_p.html
Arctic fox: https://www.thoughtco.com/arctic-fox-facts-4171585

Koala: https://www.savethekoala.com/donate
Pygmy owl: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Pygmy-Owl/id
Penguin: https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/10-facts-about-adelie-penguins
Hedgehog: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/uks-hedgehogs-and-other-mammals-are-danger-180969385/

Meghan Liang

I’ve been here at newspaper club for three years, and I’ve seen them all. Articles about video games,
birds, countries, holidays, plays, ice, aviation, puns, and a whole lot of animals. Animal articles seem to be quite
popular these days. In fact, I bet you that there’s at least two articles about animals in this issue of Knight Life.
Bonus points if it’s a top ten list, about cute animals, or a list of top ten cutest animals. Even more bonus points
if Sophia Z. wrote it. I know she likes her cute animals. I’m psychic, I know. That got me thinking: Why do we
love animals?
As every good scientist does, I made a hypothesis. I believe that they calm us down by letting us pet
their fur (or scales, feathers, skin, etc.), and maybe they let us have that satisfaction of caring for a lesser being
that can’t care for itself, similar to a baby. Also, maybe we think they’re cute because they trigger something in
our brains that gives us a shot of dopamine, or the happiness chemical. I did some research, and apparently
there are lots of answers.
First, animals help us reconnect with the nature we feel that we’re missing in our lives. In fact, studies
have shown that the more you like the environment, the more you probably like animals. That means if you’re a
nature lover, animals help satiate that urge to experience all aspects of nature and help the Earth. Take, for
example, me. I’m pretty indifferent towards the environment. I still think sunsets are pretty, trees are helpful,
and animals are amazing. But I don’t really go out of my way to visit zoos or aquariums or go on hikes. That
translates towards my feelings towards animals. I love cats, stingrays, birds, and octopodes, but I don’t actively
search up animal memes or pictures.
To continue, your cat might be taking advantage of you. To quote “Dear Science: Why Do We Love Our
Pets”, “...some scientists have suggested that pets exhibit a form of parasitism — taking food and shelter from
humans without offering much in return. “They argue that we love our pets because they have hoodwinked us
into it,” Wynne said.” So maybe your guinea pig just wants some shelter from the rain, and they just figured
that you have food, shelter, AND water! Why not bunk with you for a little while? It’s more of an evolutionary
trick they learned, and they exhibit passion and love towards you for food. They just kind of forced their way
into our lives, and we humans enjoy the love they exhibit towards us in exchange for food”. That means they’re
like a parasite in a way. Not to insult my cat, but they enter your life, expect food, and give nothing in return.
They take but not give. Granted, this only applies to domesticated animals. Creatures such as hunting dogs do a
lot for their owners. Insert Animal Farm joke here. This way we get our cute animal friends and they get a nice
place to live and eat. Also, when we look at an animal, our brain releases dopamine, a chemical made to make
us happy. Furthermore, we feel that some animals are so innocent and helpless, which makes us feel bad for
them and want to protect them. It’s like when you feel worse for an ant you stepped on than a poison spider
you stepped on. To summarize, animals are our best friends because they are the perfect storm of lovable.
https://theconversation.com/the-science-behind-why-some-people-love-animals-and-others-couldnt-care-less-84138
https://www.apa-hai.org/human-animal-interaction/haib/extending-pets-ambassadors-hypothesis-role-contact-pets-recategorization-processes-predicting-positive-attitudes-toward-animals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2017/02/06/dear-science-why-do-we-love-our-pets/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.53896ea3a42f
http://www.bdcwire.com/this-is-why-you-care-more-about-some-animals-than-you-do-about-humans/

BLACK KNIGHTS
The Brooklawn baseball team’s season came to an end
on Monday, after a 3-2 loss in the finals against
Frelinghuysen Middle School. Although we lost in the
finals, we had an overall winning record of 10-5. The
team’s timely hitting and great pitching provided many
wins throughout the season. Hopefully, the team will
take home the trophy next year.
- Jake Harris, Baseball Team Captain
The softball team had a tremendous year this spring
with a final season record of 7-2. We went on a 7-game
winning streak and were the number three seed for the
county tournament. We finished in 3 place with a
match against Long Valley in the semi-final round. The
softball team had an impressive 114 runs scored and
gave up only 45 runs throughout the season. We are
looking forward to next year’s season!
- The Softball Team
rd

Editor’s Goodbye
By: The 8th grade editors

It’s been 3 great years here at Brooklawn, and it’s a shame for it to end. Through 6th,
7th, and 8th grade, newspaper has always been here for us. On behalf of all of the 8th graders
here in Brooklawn, we’ve had a phenomenal time. Everyone here has contributed something
important to the crew, and we’ve always had a great time together when writing and editing
articles. I can say that I’m proud of everyone’s articles, and we’ll all hate leave the club. As
much as we despise leaving, it’s got to happen one day. On behalf of the editors, goodbye and
we hope to see you all soon.

Saanvi Vavilala
I’ve been part of the club since 6th grade and in 7th grade, I got promoted to Head
Editor and Formatter. It’s been a long three years with the rest of the club, but at the
end of the day (literally), they get the job done.
Famous Quote: “Go find something (productive) to do!” and “You never do
anything”
Catherine: So inspirational. Reminds me of my mom.
Saanvi: Wow. I’m hurt.

Meghan Liang
I’ve been here since 6th grade and began editing in 7th. I’m the
one who spams your emails with polls for psychology articles. Avid
member of the Grammar Police alongside Valmik and Catherine.
Famous Quote: “HA.”

Sophia Zygmunt
I have been with newspaper club since 6th grade. I have been an editor since 7th
grade. I love writing and even though I have argued with almost everyone in newspaper
club at least once, I will still be so sad to leave.
Famous Quote: “STOP MESSING WITH MY STUFF!”
“CATHERINE!!!!!!”

Alex Baxter
In the words of Abhivanth Sivaprakash, “I am a god!!!” I will leave
you all to think about this amazingly stupid quote. If you are

thinking, “Well, I am too” then stop because you aren’t. Be honest
with yourself and know in your heart that you will always “be bad at
this thing that we call life.” -Aron Dutia
Famous Quote: “You don’t know what you are talking about.”

Aron Dutia
Byyyyyyyyyyyyeeeeeeeee. I have been an editor for two years and have been in the club
for 3 years I enjoyed this so once again
Famous Quote: “You’re bad at this thing - we here at Newspaper Club call it life.”
“Butter”

Catherine Peng
Since 6th grade, Catherine has been a member of Newspaper Club, and has had

the honor of becoming a very unqualified editor in 7th grade. A passionate fan of

fantasy books, cute cat videos, and referring to herself in 3rd person, Catherine has
annoyed other editors with her suggestions and is currently head of the Grammar
Police League.

Famous Quotes:


“‘jsdflkjasfjaskldj; lk; asfjklsa; dfj’” (impression when frustrated)



“‘STOP CHANGING THE MUSIC, ALEX!’”



“Stop editing my article!!!!”

-Cate da Great, 2019

Naveena Godfrey
Hi! I’ve been here since sixth grade and have been editing since
7th. This club is pretty epic and I’ll be sad to leave and stuff. Cheers.
Famous Quote: “bruh moment”

Valmik Revankar
I’ve been an editor for two years now. Newspaper is really
awesome because you get to critique and publish some really
fantastic writing. It’s been fantastic, and I’ll definitely
remember it in the future. Cheers y’all. Keep it coming. Part of
the Grammar Police.
Famous Quotes: “Cubing. 🅱lanes? FLIGHTSIM. rEEEEEE.”

Famous Quotes (cont.):
- “You wrote a seven-page article?” “Yeah.”
- “TARMAC!” Aron: “Stop swea-ring!”
- “I swear, if you touch my article-”
- “It was 200.” “That keyboard cost how much?”
- “Illusion 100. Sneak 100.”

Thank You to…
... the writers, for dealing with our grammar corrections
... our parents, for letting us go to school here so we can be part of the
Knight Life
And most importantly, thank you to
, for holding our
weekly meetings, helping us create the issues, giving us advice along the
way, and everything else she’s done for us. We will miss you!

Pun Central
“
”

https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2014/04/02/10/14/hibiscus-303191_960_720.png ,
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