Brrrrrr... It’s cold outside! Is that a snow squall?
Give me some hot chocolate! Anyway, happy
winter! It’s finally 2020 and with a new decade
comes a new issue of the Knight Life. Curl up
on your couch to watch television while the
snow falls down outside. With new babies
entering this world (Baby Peanut and Baby
Yoda), there will be plenty of craze this decade.
With an issue containing facts on February, the
truth about snow, and plenty of memes, be sure
to tune in to the winter edition of the Knight
Life. Happy reading!
~The Editors- Hope Rosen, Carlye Atwell, Sahil
Shah, Stuti Desai, Charlie Davis, Vihas
Veggalam, and Isabelle Wang
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Fun Facts About
Winter
By Deetya Korrapati

1. Snowflakes can come in different sizes,
the largest being 15 inches in diameter
and 8 inches thick.
2. During our winter, the Earth is closest
to the Sun.
3. Snow can fall 1 to 6 feet per second.
4. A little water can add up to a lot of
snow
5. In winter sometimes the ocean freezes
into an ice bridge running through the
Diomedes Islands. This allows
someone to walk across from North
America to Asia
6. During winter solstice, the day is
extremely short; there usually is only
about 10 hours of sunlight
7. Winter has the most days with
different zodiacs. Four of the twelve
can be found during winter 2019-2020

Recent Events in the Pokémon trading card game
By John Ferdinandi
With the Sword and Shield TCG sets just released, the Pokemon
Card Game’s meta has changed with it. First, one of the bigger, but
not as noticeable changes is the
disappearance of the fairy types. This is big
because, now, dragon types have no
weaknesses, and steel is only strong against a
few water types. This is also surprising because the fairy type was
the latest type added to the TCG in 2013 during Generation 6. I
believe they might add an ice type that could fix this because in the
video games dragons are weak to ice. Plus, steel is 2 times more
effective to ice, thus fixing the problem with fairy types being gone.
A change you most likely noticed after
your first pack is all of the new Pokémon that
are available. Some of them are Scorbunny,
Galarian Ponyta and Rapidash, Sobble,
Stonjourner, and the brand-new V and V Max
cards. V cards are very similar to GX or EX
cards, being more powerful cards, but if they
faint, they cost 2 prize cards instead of 1. V
Max cards are similar to Mega EX cards
where they are even more powerful than V
cards but they can only be used once they
evolve from a V card. They cost 3 prize cards
if they faint.

Take February to heart
By Jason Rosen
Did you know that every year, 1 out of 4 deaths are at the hands of heart
disease? As we trek through February, it’s important to remember that it’s also
American Heart Month. This is why it’s an extremely good
idea to learn more about this month and how you use
it to help make a difference in the community. To
prevent heart disease, you can make healthy choices
and be sure to manage your health. In order to make healthier choices, create
opportunities with your family, community, and even health professionals. If you’re
interested in making changes in your home and/or within the community, here are
just a few ideas to help you:
•
•
•

Make sure to make small changes within your family life, like using spices,
rather than salt, to season food because sodium is harmful for your heart
Encourage doctors and nurses to lead the community by speaking out about
heart disease prevention in their practices.
Donate to the American Heart Association, which supports Jump Rope 4 Heart,
a popular event in many schools.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:New_AHA_Logo.sv

How to Animate
By Charlie Davis
This article is a little step-by-step tutorial on how to make a nice, clean, animation. All
you need is a computer and a non-laggy browser to go to https://www.piskelapp.com/.
1. Open up Piskel and log into your account (or make one if you don’t have it).
2. Click on “Create Sprite” or “Create New Sprite”, depending on which menu you’re on.
3. Draw something small, like a ball or a stick figure. Click on the buttons on the left of
the screen to access shapes, lines, fill, and other useful tools.
4. You can click “add new frame” near the left of the screen to create a new frame.
5. When you’re done, click the middle button on the way right of the screen, and then
click “Save to gallery”.
6. You’ve officially made an animation! Congrats!

As I left the locker room, I looked back down at my schedule, I noticed my
next two classes were right next to each other.
Great! I thought.
No! I thought when I saw who was in them.
Becky was sitting in her usual spot, chatting with some awe-struck girls.
“How do you do your hair?” One girl asked, brushing her own hair with her
fingers.
I'd bet she washes it with shampoo, conditioner, more conditioner, blow dries
until it’s damp, and curling irons it to wave it.
What Becky then said copied what I guessed word for word.
“When do you get up?” Another girl questioned.
“5:00,” she replied. “A.M.”
They all gasped.
“Then how do you look so well-rested?” I inquired, leaning coolly (I hope) on
the wall, hoping to catch her in her own insanely early lie.
“I go to sleep at 7:00 p.m. and use collagen masks while I sleep,” she
answered, and I didn’t think she was lying. “Last night was ‘Honey Rose.’”
“How do you do all your homework in time, then?” I interrogated, still
intent on proving one of the crazily perfect things she says she does wrong.
“I start right after ballet.” She responded, leaning forward, obviously
aware of my goal, and determined to win the battle.
“When do you start ballet?”
“Right after soccer.”
“Do you have any games?”
“Yeah, on the 25th I go against Lakeside Middle.”
“What time do you finish ballet?”
“5:00. P.M.”
We went on and on like this for a couple minutes. The girls watching were
constantly swiveling their heads back and forth: Tori-Becky-Tori-Becky. Slowly,
the crowd of students grew, until the whole class was observing our debate.
When our teacher came in, she was very confused, although she just let it play
out.
We argued back and forth, dancing our way through several topics, and
eventually ended up at food.
“What’s your favorite food?”
“Roquefort and caramelized onion tart.”

“Is there any meat on it?”
“No. I’m a vegetarian.”
Then, the bell rang.
“Alright, sit down…” She looked at her attendance sheet. “Tori.”
As I sat down, embarrassed for being called out in front of the entire class,
Becky was clearly proud of herself for having the last word, and therefore
winning the dispute. As the girls around Becky continued asking questions
about her flawless appearance (whispering now that class has started), Becky
herself was smugly grinning.
“Just wait.” I thought, shooting a glare with daggers in my eyes. Her smile
faltered. I smirked. “You’ve won the battle, Miss NotSoPerfect, but the war is far
from over.”

It’s a Snow Squall!
By Hope Rosen

“
”

All About Environmental Club
By Sanil Singh
Hey there, fellow BMS students! Following this paragraph is an interview with Ms. Skinner, the head of
the Environmental Club. The Environmental Club is a group of constructive students and adults alike. If
you are a concerned citizen for the environment, or are planning to join the club, then this is the article
for you!
Sanil: Can you say a little about yourself and how you knew you wanted to run this club?

Mrs. Skinner: I have been a sixth-grade science teacher here at BMS for five years. I have always loved
being in nature, hiking, being around animals, and exploring the beautiful natural wonders of the world. I
have always felt that it is so important to protect this beautiful world we live in, because there is only one!
Sanil: What is the current aim of the Environmental club?

Mrs. Skinner: We just finished our Plastic Bag Ban Poster Contest; this contest was developed in
partnership with Laura McCluskey, the head of the Parsippany Town Council's
Environmental Advisory Committee, to spread awareness about Parsippany's
plastic bag ban. For the campaign, the BMS Environmental Club made
posters to inform the public about Parsippany's plastic bag ban. The
plastic bag ban was passed by the Town Council in an effort to minimize
plastic waste. Starting on February 6th, stores in Parsippany will not be
giving out plastic grocery bags anymore, so shoppers will need to bring
their own reusable bags. Keep an eye out for the Environmental Club's
posters in grocery stores around town!
The next focus for the BMS Environmental Club will be decided at our next meeting. Our members
have had so many great ideas about different environmental concerns that they want to take on; some of
the things we have talked about is finding alternatives to the single-use disposable trays and utensils in
the cafeteria, ramping up BMS's recycling program, and many more. It is going to be tough to decide on
just one focus because there is so much work to do! But we are taking things one step at a time.
Sanil: What do you see in 50, 60 or even 70 years from now with the way you feel things are going with
the environment? Why?

Mrs. Skinner: It is easy to get discouraged when you see the negative impacts that humans have had on
the environment, but I am optimistic about the way things are going. I think there will be a big shift in
human habits to become more environmentally conscious as more organizations spread awareness and
companies adopt greener solutions. I am already seeing a change for the better.

Sanil: How complex is this topic (about environmental issues)?

Mrs. Skinner: Environmental issues can be very complex, and oftentimes, different issues are intertwined
within each other. For example, the issue of carbon emissions is causing global climate change, but also
has a slew of additional side effects like ocean acidification, which is a very serious, but much lesserknown issue. At our meetings we have group discussions about some of these complex issues. We also
occasionally will have guest speakers who are experts in the field come in to educate members of our
club.
Sanil: There will be a significant increase in consumption of natural resources in the near-future. Why,
what, when and how can we come up with strategies to prevent and cope with environmental
problems/human impacts on the environment?

Mrs. Skinner: That is a big question. I would say one step at a time. There are so many environmental
issues that need to be tackled. Everyone has to take ownership of the fact that we live on and share this
planet, there is only one, and we need to protect it. It all starts with each and every person becoming
informed, minimizing consumption of natural resources, and minimizing waste.
Sanil: What do you do in the Environmental Club?

Mrs. Skinner: The club just started this year. Here are some of the activities that we have been involved
with/will be involved with in the future: raising awareness at BMS (poster making, etc.), fundraising for
environmental-related issues, having expert guest speakers, community clean-up events, tree planting,
and environmental lab activities. The club is open to anyone and we are always looking for new
members! We meet every other Tuesday in room C11, so keep an ear out for upcoming dates on the
afternoon and morning announcements if you are interested!
And there you go folks! I hope that you will use this powerful knowledge to the fullest extent of what
you can. Thanks for reading!
For tips, ideas and problems, please send an email to ssingh26@pthsd.net, or just tell Sanil if you see him in the hallway.
Further Reading:
1. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/global-warming-overview/
2.https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/02/10/antarctica-record-high-temperature-climate-change/4712657002/
4. https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/
5.https://www.pharmacos.co.za/understanding-the-complexity-of-plastics-pollution/
Further Watching:
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQTUWK7CM-Y
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RS7IzU2VJIQ
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4SmwBFbhEM

THE DECADE OF THE CENTURY
BY: THE EDITORS
Happy New Year! 2020 is the start of a new decade, so we that that we should do a little throwback article on
what happened in the past ten years. We bet that while reading this, you’ll say “Oh, I forgot that happened!”
Cheers to a new decade!
2010
Year of the Tiger
First iPad was released
Lady Gaga wore her infamous “meat dress” to the VMAs
Sony and Disney made the original Spiderman deal
Instagram was released
Tesla came out
Winter Olympics were held in Vancouver, Canada
2011
Year of the Rabbit
Prince William of Wales married Kate Middleton
“Planking” on social media went wild
The US Navy SEALs raided a house in Abbottabad, Pakistan, killing Osama Bin Laden, the most wanted
criminal in the United States
Steve Jobs died at the age of 56
2012
Year of the Dragon
Obama was re-elected as president
Knight Life went digital
Gangnam Style became the most-watched video ever on YouTube
The Mayan Calendar predicted that the world would end this year
Hurricane Sandy hit the East Coast
“The Avengers” movie was released
Summer Olympics were held in London, U.K.
2013
Year of the Snake
“The Harlem Shake” went viral
“The Cup Song” was released and went viral
“What Does the Fox Say?” was released on YouTube
2014
Year of the Horse
The Ice Bucket Challenge grew in popularity
The College Football Playoff was introduced
Ebola outbreak in Africa
Winter Olympics were held in Sochi, Russia

2015
Year of the Goat
The Dress Debate happened
Apple released diverse emojis (different emoji skin tones)
Dabbing became popular
Disney’s Star Wars Trilogy started with the Force Awakens
2016
Year of the Monkey
Donald Trump was elected president
Harambe the gorilla becomes an internet phenomenon
Pokémon Go was released, changing how phone games could be by adding a new genre
Vine shut down
Summer Olympics were held in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil
2017
Year of the Rooster
Donald Trump was sworn into office
TikTok is released in markets outside of China
Fidget spinners went viral
A total solar eclipse happened over the east coast for the first time in almost a century
2018
Year of the Dog
The debate of Yanny vs. Laurel occurred
Stephen Hawking died at the age of 76 due to Lou Gehrig's disease
Stan Lee died at the age of 95
Aretha Franklin died at the age of 76
Meghan Markle and Prince Harry of Sussex married
Winter Olympics were held in Pyeongchang, South Korea
2019
Year of the Pig
Donald Trump became the third president impeached by the House of Representatives
Disney and Sony changed terms on the Spiderman deals
Article 13 was passed, providing for the right to an effective judicial remedy for violations of rights under the
convention
COPPA sued YouTube for millions of dollars
Black holes became photographed for the first time
Avengers Endgame released, ending Stage 3 of Marvel
Rise of Skywalkers ended the first Star Wars Disney trilogy
2020
Year of the Rat
Kobe and Gianna Bryant pass away in a helicopter crash with 9 others total
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira perform at the halftime show at Super Bowl LIV
Kansas City Chiefs win Super Bowl LIV
Summer Olympics will be held in Tokyo, Japan

BMS Color Rush
Saturday, April 18 10:30 am - 12:30pm
Rain date (May 2 )
th

nd

Race * DJ * Bouncy Slides * Photo Booth * Food * Fun
Check announcements and email for more information!

Let It Snow!
By Isabelle Wang
During the winter season, most of us will probably be praying for a snow day. But have you ever thought about snow itself?
There may not seem to be anything fascinating about the tiny ice crystals, but it’ll probably shock you at how much there is to snow.
Now, get ready for a nice little avalanche of information. And, no, I’m not sorry about the pun.

1. Hawaii gets snow too- and so does Florida.
Yup- even our famous “hot” states aren’t exempt from Mother
Nature’s wrath, even though in their case, it’s more like a tap on the
shoulder than the beating the Northeast and Midwest gets. Key West,
Florida, however, got a “get out of jail free” card. It’s never seen snow.
At least, no recorded snowfall, but it probably got some back in, like,
the Ice Age.

2.

Snow is translucent vs. snow is white

If you just read the statements above, you probably went, “Wait, what? Which one’s right?” The answer is: technically,
both. Let me explain. Snowflakes are made of ice crystals, which are by themselves clear. However, when they
accumulate, the crystals scatter and reflect light. Since all colors of the visual light spectrum are reflected, the snow
appears white. To put it simply, snowflakes are translucent, snow is white.

3.

Snow was almost illegal

Syracuse, New York is known for snow, snow, and… more
snow. Boasting about 124 inches of average yearly snowfall,
it has the highest average of any metropolitan area in the
United States. On March 30, 1992, after an immense
snowfall of 163 inches, the City Council unanimously agreed
to pass the following resolution:

“Be it resolved, on behalf of the snow-weary citizens
of the city of Syracuse, any further snowfall is expressly
outlawed in the city of Syracuse until December 24, 1992.”
Since Mother Nature is above the law, she decided to give them two extra inches two days later.

4.

Snowstorm does not equal blizzard

Next time you see a snowstorm outside of your window, think twice before
yelling that there’s a blizzard. Snowstorms must meet a strict set of criteria before being considered a blizzard. To be
classified as a blizzard, a snowstorm must have:
• sustained winds or frequent gusts that are greater than or equal to 35 mph (56 kph)
• visibility of 400 m (0.25 mile) or less
• must last for a prolonged period of time, typically three hours or more

5. 0 °C… or maybe not
In order for it to snow, temperatures must be at or below freezing… right? Not necessarily. Water does freeze and from ice
crystals below 0 °C (32 °F), that’s true. However, if it rains for an extended period of time, the air can cool enough for snow to
form. In this circumstance, the ground temperature would be higher than the air temperature. Temperatures on the ground can be
as high as 6 °C (42.8 °F), and it can still be snowing!
There’s a lot more to snow than what you think- we’ve just touched upon the tip of the iceberg (evil laughter intensifies). So,
this winter, take some time to look up some facts about snow- while you shovel your way through the stuff.

Alphabet of February
By: Jason Rosen
Here are some events that happen or have happened in February or information
about the month in general. Enjoy this alphabet that gets you in the February spirit!

American Heart Month
Birthstone of Amethyst
Cupid Strikes Again
Dunkin’ Donuts Has Heart-Shaped Doughnuts
Exchange of Valentine’s Cards
Flurries of Snow
Groundhog Day
Hearts of Love
In Italian It’s Called febbraio
Jumping from a Valentine’s Candy Sugar Rush
Kicking into Spring If Phil Doesn’t See His Shadow
Leap Year
Month #2 of the Year
National Dental Month

Off of School on the 17th
Presidents’ Day
Queen of Scots (Mary) is Beheaded
Roses are Red, Violets are Blue (poem)
Super Bowl
Twenty-Eight or Twenty-Nine Days
Undoubtedly Expensive Valentine’s Gifts
Violet, Red, and Pink
Winter Month
Xyresic Month for Award Shows
You Should Know February’s Flower: The Primrose
Zodiacs Include Aquarius and Pisces

Pun Central

MEME CENTRAL!
A collection of the funniest memes about winter
Collected by Marina D’Addario and CJ Hilgendorff

