Brooklawn Middle School’s Newspaper

Hello Brooklawn, and happy holidays!
It’s winter and that means it’s time to get
into the holiday spirit! It might be hard
to go back to school after the break, but
hopefully these articles will help you ease
the pain. We (the editors) have been
working hard to put together another amazing
issue. In this winter edition, we have
DIYs, game reviews, poems, stories, and much
more! We hope you enjoy this issue of the
Knight Life!
~ The Editors

SAVE THE DATE!
Variety Show

MLK Jr. Day

Winter Concerts

Jan. 12

Jan. 15

Jan. 16 & 22

Come out and
support your
friends at the 2018
variety show!

Martin Luther King Jr.
was an important
leader in the civil
rights movement. On
a side note, we get
the Monday off!

Don’t miss the winter
concerts at PHHS! The
band will perform on
the 16th and the choir
on the 22nd!

Snow
By Aarush Rompally
Frozen water; what
delight!
Stretches for miles and out
of sight.
So many games; so much
to do!
Don’t make the house wet
with snow-crusted shoes.
Play until your cheeks are
red from cold.
Run around; the fort you
must hold.
Nothing’s stopping you;
no not today!
Yes, not today; hip
hooray!
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Do you ever forget to give someone you love a gift for the holidays? Here’s your guide
to the perfect easy DIY last-minute gifts to give your friends and family for the holidays.
1. If your friend or family likes to read, what more can you give them than a
for the holidays! Take
piece of paper in the color of your choice, cut it in a thin strip, and create your own special design for your
loved one!
2. If you have a gift in your house that you never used that your friend or family member might like, give it to
them as a
!
3. If your friend or family member loves drinking coffee or tea, a
is the perfect gift for
them! Get a mug you think is good for them (it can be new or used, but if it is used, wash it!) Take Sharpie
markers and draw designs they might like or a saying they would appreciate!

4. If your friend or family member is super sweet, why not give them a

and chocolate for the
holidays? Get a Mason Jar, a piece of ribbon, and assorted candy or chocolate. Put the candies in the Mason
Jar. After filling the jar with candy, put the lid back on and tie the ribbon around it. For the candy jar to be
extra personalized, take a sharpie marker and write their name on the jar!

5. If you want your friend or family member to wear specially designed piece of fashion, make them a
! Gather some string and beads. Put the beads on the string in any order, and you’re done! You can
also make a paper bracelet by cutting a strip of paper, making designs on it, and taping the ends together.
Sources:

https://www.budsies.com/blog/guest-blog/last-minute-gift-ideas-for-your-best-friend/
https://www.popsugar.com/smart-living/photo-gallery/36291950/image/36291962/Mini-Lotion-Bars
https://www.buzzfeed.com/peggy/cheap-and-easy-last-minute-diy-gifts-theyll-actually-want?utm_term=.nwYg436aR#.jcaRJdX6O
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Winter Poems
Written by Aarush Rompally

Winter Delight
Cold chilly wind swirls and blows,
Frostbite nips at my hands and toes,
“’Tis the season to be jolly,”
To refuse is merely folly.
Your parents shoo you out the door.
You look outside and your spirits soar.
Throw snowballs and build a fort,
Make your own flag; make your own court!
Then come inside, cheeks rosy red.
Come out of the kitchen with your stomach well fed.
Sit down on the couch and talk with family,
Or why not just turn on the TV?

Christmas
Hang mistletoe and deck the tree,
Share ornaments between you and me,
Two marshmallows per cocoa cup,
‘Til we go to the table and get ready to sup.
Then sit down on the couch, groaning with pleasure,
Satisfaction beyond any measure.
We sing together; join in with glee!
We all laugh as someone sings out of key.
Then Santa comes and he leaves each person at least one gift.
To the morale it gives a mighty lift.
Then dashing and running, out we go!
It’s finally time to play in the snow.

Christmas (2)
Sleigh bells ringing; what’s that you hear?
Santa’s riding ‘round for another year.
Presents, ornaments, Christmas tree.
Winter is a season for you and me.
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New Year!
It’s New Year’s Eve, everything’s set,
For when the clock strikes twelve; all’s here from the market
Five to zero, that’s all it takes,
For you to party and dig into what your mother bakes.
You’re counting by the second, the minute, the hour.
Above you casting shadows, the clock hands tower.
Then it’s here: Five, four, three, two, one, zero.
The horns honk, the ball drops, and the year is clean and new.
And you have another year to become a great hero.

By Sriya Jayanthi
The northern lights form when charged particles emitted from the sun
during a solar flare penetrate the earth's magnetic shield and collide with
molecules in our atmosphere. These collisions result in countless bursts of
light, called photons, make up the aurora.

The earth's most natural color wheel
Lies on the tip of the places we always wished to see
We anxiously admire the glorious attraction
No galaxy or constellation can ever compare
They dance among the stars putting them under the bridge
All different shades of colors, and patterns in the sky
So radiant the glare shines on the eyes of all people watching
Yet so wonderful and delightful nobody can look away
We’re given a show that no circus can ever provide
One that will fill the dark sky with bright lights
We smiled and cheered lifting our heads up high
To see what colors filled the night sky
For there's no disappointment; only anticipation
A broad ovation spreads across the crowd
With smiles on our faces, eyes toward the sky
Surprisingly not blinded by the beautiful northern lights.
Image - https://www.nordicvisitor.com/images/iceland/winter/northern-lights-lake-thingvellir-national-park-iceland.jpg
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Breezing Through the Snow
By Jason Rosen

Who would be out there,
Breezing through the snow,
Many question this,
Because they all don’t know.
People in their houses,
On a January night,
They want to stay inside,
Thinking the snow will bite.
They eat their dinner,
It’s soup and stew,
Then they look outside,
And that’s fun too.
Witnessing all the snow,
The flakes are coming fast,
The weather says the blizzard,
Will create a huge blast.
Happening to shovel,
A man makes a “Ka-plunk!”
He gets right out of,
The snow that just got dumped.
Shoveling for 30 minutes,
It was time to retreat inside,
But there was much more snow,
That the blizzard had tried to hide.
Eventually the snow storm ended,
With much damage to show,
Though everyone still had fun,
Breezing through the snow.

Images:

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjDn5W5i4jYAhUlRN8KHTg7DOIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.co
m%2Ffree-snowflake-clipart-942%2F&psig=AOvVaw0cBMiBYGZCLd0G3ywMgcWp&ust=1513292334271675
https://pixabay.com/en/midnight-snow-night-night-snow-snowy-1915907/
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Legends of Winter
By Catherine Peng

Crack, crack. The sound of twigs brushing together echoed through the fronds.
The snow fell in merciless sheets across the eerily quiet forest. Small dollops of ice
dropping off of fir trees resounded through the forest. An owl hooted, attracting its
mate… or prey.
A small flame bloomed through the dark night like a firework in the sky. A pair
of hands found their way to the small bonfire. Color spread through the pale blue
mounds of flesh, and eventually ripened into a soft peach color. A sigh of relief
escaped through the mouth of the fire starter and her eyes softened considerably.
Then, a plop of snow dropped from the thin branches onto the rough woolen
cashmere sweater draped around her.
Callie Foster was wondering whether the
job of getting a Christmas tree was really
worth the excursion. Over these past few
hours, her leggings had ripped (from the
ankle part, thank goodness!), her hair was
wet from the small falling chunks of ice and
sweat, her boots caked from top to bottom
in mud, plus her chainsaw and supply pack
she had brought somehow mysteriously
disappeared… and for what? A ruined
sweater. It was also her favorite.
What a great way to invoke the holiday
cheer.
Shivering from the cold, she now realizing that she had wandered far off course
from the trail she had started on. She groaned out loud. As a result, the sound
carried throughout the clearing. A wolf howled in response. Okay, now was the
perfect time to form a plan. Especially with the thought of hungry canines who, may
or may not, like human flesh.
Jumping up, Callie grabbed a firm wooden stick, dipped it in the dying embers of
the fire and stamped out the last lingering flames. She nervously looked over her
shoulder for any sign of a wolf, or worse. Nothing, but the occasional hoot. Good,
she still had a chance of getting home before nightfall. The frazzled girl quietly
treaded down the foreign trail in front of her, careful to avoid the large patches of
ice. To where; she didn’t know.
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After much walking, slipping through ice, and many foul words of profanity she
spotted a trail of smoke. This type of smoke, however, was not the regular type you
see in a bustling kitchen, or pastry store. This was a strange smoke, streaked with a
rainbow of colors, changing as it rose from fine puffs of cloud to a shower of silver
as it reached the sky.
A regular person would have probably thought that rainbow colored smoke,
especially the fact it dissolved as a glittery substance, was abnormal and should
have immediately been cautious to move forward to the source.
Not Callie Foster.
By this time, she had lost all sense of wariness and would have given anything to
sit by a blazing fire with a mug of cocoa beside her. She rushed through the woods,
following the small patches of sparkles on the snow, left by the smoke, and quickly
arrived to a cottage.
Or what have been a cottage, she supposed. A bundle of twigs held up by the
sagging curve of a fallen tree trunk would have been more accurate. Under this
poorly constructed roof sat a lump of shredded rags.
As Callie regained her common sense, she thought this to be strange. Firstly, there
was no fire in sight, no rainbow-colored smoke, not even glitter or sparkles.
Secondly, the source of the fire maker, which had to be human, wasn’t present. There
weren’t even a trace of footprints or particularly unnatural patterns in the snow
The sound of rustling sounded. A small bench was inviting to be sat on, steam
clouded from the fireplace, a plate of cookies with a steaming cup of coffee with
cream, and the whole works, appeared. The signs of a watering mouth, glassed over
eyes, images of the plate only being left with the crumbs and the mug with rings of
brown forming in her mind were enough. In no time, this image came true.
“Heh, heh... greedy girl, didn’t even ask for permission to eat my special treats!”,
a creepy voice murmured softly. The voice was one of a woman, sugary sweet...with
venom. Even though the tone made the girl want to throw up the pastries she
devoured, there was something entrancing about the voice. Something indescribably
alluring; mysterious. Perhaps it was the crispness of the finality of the sentence, the
richness of the low notes, the charming accent. Whatever it was she turned towards
the owner… and only saw a faint blue glow. Then the world went dark.

To be continued…
Image - https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Snow_on_fir_trees.jpg
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The Story of My Life

Winter Activities Results
By: Akshitha Srinivasan

Winter Sports
Ice Skating

Winter Food/Drinks
Hot Chocolate

Winter-y Movie
Home Alone 1, 2, and 3

Wintery Place
Disney World
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The Four Seasons
By: Sophia Zygmunt
Do you ever wonder why the
seasons are not always the same as the
year before? That is because four sisters
of the seasons control them. Each sister
is unique in her own way. Spring is shy
with long green braids dotted with
flowers, beautiful green eyes as green as
the softest grass, and her dress was
always colorful. Summer is always
cheerful with bouncy curls the color of
spun gold, eyes the color of a sky on a
cloudless day, and her dress was always gold and shining. Autumn, also called Fall for short, was
outspoken with eyes the color of the brown leaves, hair all the hues of the colors the leaves turn, and a
dress that was always more than one color. Finally, there was Winter who was grumpy most of the time
with hair that was silver and braided with ice, eyes that were a frigid blue, and a dress of either silver or
white or both.
The sisters lived in separate castles, but they were very close to one another and it was only one
quick carriage ride to each other’s castle. The sisters were always busy bringing the seasons although
they always made time for each other. One day the sisters were at Summer’s castle. It was about 100°F
and everything was too shiny in Winter’s opinion. As she fidgeted in her guest throne when finally, she
lost it. In a storm of snow and hail she stormed out of the castle. Nobody heard from her for weeks so that
when she suddenly arrived at her sister Fall’s castle they were surprised and pleased. They were, at least,
until they saw the look in her eyes. Spring timidly approached Winter and began to say hello when
Winter glared at her and Spring was sucked into a swirling vortex of snow and hail. Summer and Fall shot
towards Winter but before they could do anything Spring shot out of the vortex and the other two sisters
had to catch her. Winter let out a maniacal laugh and disappeared in a swirl of icy wind. Shaken, the
sisters stood and Fall suddenly exclaimed in fury, “Did you see her eyes? She has the nerve to… I should...
she must be... I can’t believe... my throne!”
“Um... well, let’s see, I was stuck in a vortex and nearly froze! Do you think I was looking at her
eyes!” yelled Spring. The sisters were surprised because they had never seen Spring so angry.
“Well we should find out what’s wrong!” shouted Summer angrily, blue eyes blazing. The other
two shouted their agreement and soon they arrived at Winter’s palace. Winter lounged on her throne and
when her sisters arrived she said “Sisters. I’m sooo glad you came.” Her voice didn’t actually sound human
though. Not human at all. It sounded like a snake learned how talk like a human. Winter’s eyes were
black as obsidian. Spring stepped forward but before she said anything Winter said “Do you like my new
jewelry?” The bracelet was made of black pearls and glowed with a harsh light. The sisters automatically
shrunk away from it but Fall found a surge of rage and grabbed the bracelet off Winter’s wrist and
smashed it under her shoe. A ripple of hate almost knocked the four sisters’ off their feet and two slithery
voices said in unison “You may have won this round, but we will get you next time, next time. Until we meet
again…” And a bright light blinded the sisters as a portal appeared and sucked them to another world…

Stay tuned to see what happens next!
Image - http://moziru.com/images/frozen-clipart-icicle-5.png
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Clash of Clans
By Sean Lumasag and Dominic Pirozzi
Clash of Clans is a mobile strategy video game developed by the company
Supercell. The game was released on iOS platforms on August 2, 2012 and October 7,
2013 for Google Play on Android. Clash of Clans is a fun game where you have a base
with loads of powerful defenses to protect all your money and valuable resources. You
also get the barracks, a building that allows you to train troops for you to use against
other online players in your attacks. All of the troops you train will go to your army
camps. When your camps are full then you can start to search for somebody you
would like to attack. If you win, you get trophies. One of your goals is to get the most
trophies so you can be one of the best players in the world. Have fun playing the game!

https://clashofclans.com/
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The Band Files
Strange Instruments

By Meghan Liang
Have you ever wondered what a Glockenspiel is? Maybe you have never heard of a Euphonium. Is the
name Contrabass Clarinet foreign to you? If you said yes (or no) to any of these, I will take the privilege of
taking you on a magical journey into the happy world of instruments.
Name: Glockenspiel (Glok-En-Shpeel)
Creation: Around the 1700s.
Appearance: Like a xylophone, but the bars are metal and it
is smaller.
Fun Facts:
 The glockenspiel that is played in the military is called
the Militar Glockenspiel.
 Some musicians use two mallets in each hand to play
the Glockenspiel.
 It used to be a substitute for the bells, but slowly morphed into a singular entity.
Class: Percussion
Do we have one in Brooklawn? Yes
Name: Euphonium (You-Phone-E-Um)
Creation: 1843
Appearance: Like a Baritone but smaller with less tubbing. Looks like a mini Tuba.
Fun Facts:
 The word Euphonium is derived from the Greek word εεεεεεε euphεnos, meaning "wellsounding" or "sweet-voiced".
 They are considered as a low brass instrument, along with the Tuba and Trombone.
Class: (Low) Brass
Do we have one at Brooklawn? Yes
Name: Ocarina (Ah-Ca-Re-Na)
Creation: Around the 1900s
Appearance: It has an oval shaped body, with a long bump sticking out of it where you blow in air. It is similar
to the length of an iPhone 8. Width varies.
Fun Facts:

A 17-year-old invented the ocarina.
 As many of us geeks know, the ocarina starred in a video game called, “Ocarina of Time” as an entry of
the Legend of Zelda series.
 In Italian, the word ocarina means “little goose”.
Class: Woodwind
Do we have one at Brooklawn? No
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Name: Contra bass / Contrabass Clarinet (Con-Tra Bass Clair-I-Net)
Creation: 1690
Appearance: A giant bass clarinet that is very long/tall. (A bass clarinet looks like a saxophone crossed with a
clarinet.)
Fun Facts:

It’s in the key of B flat.
 Even though they are commonly used to play lower parts in music (usually paired with the bari sax),
they use the Treble Clef.

There are other types of Contrabass instruments out there, such as the Contrabass Flute. The
technique is not unlike the one used to play the clarinet.
Class: Woodwind
Do we have one at Brooklawn? Yes
Name: Mellophone
Creation: 1900’s
Appearance: Looks like a trumpet with more piping. The horn is also bigger.
Fun Facts:
 It’s a common replacement for the French Horn in marching bands.
 In 1950, a version called the Mellophonium was created for concert use.
 A few nicknames given to it are ballad horn, concert horn and the mellohorn.
Class: Brass
Do we have one at Brooklawn? No, but we have a French Horn.
Sites/Images:
http://www.the-clarinets.net/english/contra-bass-clarinet.html-http://www.ocarina.co.uk/about-ocarinas/top-10-ocarina-facts/
https://sussle.org/t/Euphonium-http://www.softschools.com/facts/music_instruments/glockenspiel_facts/3001/
http://www.ocarina.co.uk/about-ocarinas/top-10-ocarina-facts/
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61YVHnoBOJL._SY355_.jpg
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61mg4m9boGL._SL1000_.jpg

All About the iPhone X
By Spandan Patel


The starting price for this phone is an astonishing $49.91 per
month and $999 for the phone.



The memory power is 256GB. This is the most so far and this
record is not beaten by any computer or phone!



When the iPhone X came out it hurt the stock market greatly due
to its price.
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By: Jignasu Shah and Sam Bhat
The Winter Season is here and that means… Winter
Olympics! There are many winter sports you can play, such as
snowboarding, skiing, and hockey, so get out there and play some
sports!

2018 WINTER OLYMPIC
The Winter Olympics are the series of events that are held
in the winter, kind of like the Summer Olympics. Fortunately, this year’s Winter Olympics are
being held in the city of Pyeongchang, South Korea, in the Pyeongchang Olympic Stadium. The
Winter Olympics are held every four years, and the events will last from February 9th -25th.
Over the next seventeen days, athletes from all over the world will be competing to win.

HISTORY OF THE WINTER OLYMPICS
The history of the Winter
Olympics goes back a long time! A group
of people called The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) decided to
create the Winter Olympics, just like the
Summer Olympics. The first Winter
Olympic games were held in the city of
Chamonix, France from January 5, 1924 to
February 5, 1924. It was known as
International Winter Sports Week, and it
held 258 participating athletes (247 men
and 11 women) from 16 different nations.
All of these athletes competed in 18
different activities. Norway was crowned
champion with 4 gold medals, 7 silver medals, and 6 bronze medals. Even today, Norway stands
as the top nation in the history of the Winter Olympics with 118 gold medals, 111 silver medals
and 100 bronze medals. Second is United States, and third is Germany. The opening ceremony
usually begins when the host nation’s flag is raised. Also, an Olympic Flame is lit in a cauldron,
and kept throughout the games. In the ending ceremony, they give awards to the countries
with the most medals.
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THE WINTER SPORTS
When people categorize winter sports, they are split
into four main groups - Nordic events, ice sports,
Alpine skiing and snowboarding events. For the
Nordic Events, there is a biathlon (which is similar to
skiing, in which men have to ski 10km and for women
7.5 km), cross-country skiing, ski jumping, and Nordic
combined. (Nordic sports are sports that includes skis)
For the Ice Sports, there is bobsledding, luge (A one or
two person sled that people race in), skeleton (an
event which includes athletes which they race, ice
hockey, figure skating, speed skating, short track
speed skating, and curling. For the Alpine Skiing and
Snowboarding events, the sports are alpine skiing,
freestyle skiing, and snowboarding. Out of these
sports, snowboarding is the most popular. All of these events provide a variety of activities at
the Winter Olympics, and all athletes do their best to win medals and pride for their country.

PARALYMPICS
The 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics also include
the Paralympics. “Paralympics” is the name of the
Winter Olympic games which are held for people with
disabilities, such as muscle problems, and people who
have lost limbs and need a wheelchair. They compete
in the events and try to win medals for their country.

Find out Updates and Results in
the next Issue!
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Many people have different opinions on whether they prefer winter over summer.
A lot of people like summer because you can swim in the pool and play fun games, but others also
hate summer because it is SO HOT! There are things that will help people cool down, but in my opinion
these ways are not very effective. Another reason that people like summer is that you get to go on vacation
and have no school! People like this the most about summer because many kids rather stay home than go
to school. But at the same time, a lot of people love school. There are definitely more than a few things to
love about summer.
Many people prefer winter because it’s cold. Also, winter is when most holidays are present, like
Hanukkah and Christmas. This is the season when family comes and we get to spend time with them. Also,
we get to play in the snow and go sledding! But winter has some downsides as well. While many people
like the cold, some dislike winter because they loath shoveling their driveway. Some kids despise winter
because their parents make them stay inside and claim that it’s too cold outside.
I will tally the votes and post them in the next issue!
16

Minecraft
The Iron Age
By Sahil Shah

You have a small wood hut, but what next?
Tip 1: Mine a lot of iron and smelt it.
Tip 2: Each piece of coal smelts 8 items, it helps to
do some math before to make the smelting more efficient.
Tip 3: Iron pickaxes are the first priority so you can
mine things higher than iron.
Tip 4: Once you have the basic iron needs, you can
start making your final base.
Tip 5: Once you have an advanced home, you can start to
mine for rare minerals such as gold, redstone, lapis, and
DIAMONDS!!
Tip 6: All the iron tool recipes are the same as stone,
but with iron.
Tip 7: Now you can also make some decent armor.

The History of Christmas Traditions
By Meghan Lipscomb

Happy Holidays! I’m sure everyone is excited about the winter holidays. Whether you celebrate
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or the New Year there's one Christmas tradition that everyone is familiar
with; the Christmas tree and its decorative ornaments!
The Christmas Tree is commonly an evergreen tree. It all started in the 16th century with a
German preacher named Martin Luther. The story is that one night before Christmas, Martin took a walk
through the forest. Then he looked up to see stars shining through tree branches. Martin told his family
about the tree. So, they took the tree in and started to decorate the tree.

The History of Christmas Ornaments

The first Christmas ornaments were actually apples and symbolized a Paradise tree. Some historians
believe that a long time ago, people used frozen pastry dough. The dough was cut into holiday shapes like
angels, Santa, and apples. To hang the ornaments, people would bend sticks and poke small holes into the
top of the ornaments. Today’s ornaments are made of plastic, cardboard, and the most expensive
ornaments are made of glass and wax. We hang ornaments with hooks or string. So that’s the history of a
classic Christmas tradition. I hope everyone has a wonderful Holiday break and a Happy New year.
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By: Sean and Dominic
What is your favorite food to eat in winter? There are so many winter foods
out there that other nations eat. Here are some examples of them.

Gingerbread Cookies

U.S.A.

Mince Pies

England

Saffron Buns

Sweden

Undhiyu

India

Babka (Marble Cake)

Poland

Turkey

Brazil

Tapas

Spain

Filipino Adobo

Philippines

Tarhanas

Greece

Aachener Printen

Germany

Polenta Taragna

Italy

Gratin Dauphinois

France

POLAND

FRANCE

These foods are just some of the winter foods other countries
eat. Have you ever eaten any of these foods?

Images:
https://media.gettyimages.com/photos/delicious-beautiful-christmas-gingerbread-cookies-on-wooden-table-picture-id623375720
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/816nIfqIC6L._SL1500_.jpg
https://image.afcdn.com/recipe/20160322/63057_w420h344c1cx2164cy1496.jpg
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Congratulations to Naveena Godfrey for thinking up the best caption!

What do you think the perfect caption for this image would be? Send all of your
caption ideas to snzygmunt23@pthsd.net and everybody will vote on their favorite!
The winning caption will be featured in the next issue!

Image Addresses:
https://gourmandelle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Upside-Down-Vegetarian-Apple-and-Cinnamon-Pie-Mishkin-Cat.jpg
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/keQ3l2I_uzK80EtNaCMgJxyzi46GyqBgRIgYeFbFmuSVA1EOXwEUk7xXgG3yUCbOVi9uX8=s106
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