SPRING 2021

It’s springtime! It’s at this time of year when the
snow starts melting, the plants start sprouting,
and it’s joy and happiness all around… unless you
have pollen allergies. For the people who suffer
from this ailment every spring season, we have an
article about it just for you! If you don’t, we have
more articles for you foodies, gamers, pranksters,
and random trivia nerds. If you’re bored over
spring break, give these articles a read! Who
knows, you might just find something new…

Spring Jokes
By James Bavas

Why don't you make like a tree and
leave?
Does February like March? No,
but April May.
If April showers bring May flowers
what do May flowers bring?
Pilgrims

Sincerely,
The Editors

What falls but never gets hurt?
The rain.

Save the Date!

Do you know about April first?
Yes, I'm fooly aware of it.

April 2-9

C oming in May

C oming in May

Spring Break

Spring Musical

Student Council
General Election

Enjoy break!

Go to page 22 for
details.

Stay tuned for
more info!

History of Earth Day
By Khushi Prajapati

Out of all the holidays we celebrate, Earth Day is probably one of the most important.
Every year on April 22, we take care of our precious planet and try to clean it as much as
possible. This is a very common holiday around the world, with 190 countries celebrating it. The
question is, how did it start?
The first Earth Day took place in 1970, and last year in 2020 we had hit the 50-year mark.
Back then, people didn’t care what happened to the environment. Americans were polluting
the planet at an alarming rate. Factories didn’t care about how much smoke they were
belching out. In fact, they thought that the smell of pollution meant that they were living the
life. People were living their lives unaware of what was happening. All of this was finally
uncovered when New York Times bestselling author Rachel Carson published a book called
Silent Spring. Published in 1962, over 500,000 copies were sold in more than 20 countries that
year. The book talked about the state of the environment, living creatures, pollution, and even
human health. This got people to start noticing the issue. Senator Gaylord Nelson had been
concerned about this problem
earlier. What pushed him to finally
act on it was the oil spill in Santa
Barbara, California. Senator Nelson
managed to start a protest with the
help of Representative Pete
McCloskey and Activist Denis Hayes.
Protests started to happen all over
America. Finally, in 1970, an
agreement was made between
many different people, and Earth Day was born. Towards the end of the year, laws were
passed to protect nature such as USEPA, Occupational Safety and Health Act, Clean Air Act,
etc. Over the next few years, a number of laws were passed to protect the environ ment and
people alike.
This didn’t only stop in America, the entire world got to work to help nature. Two years
later Earth Day went global, getting 141 countries and 200 million people to participate. This
huge global improvement earned Senator Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom; a great
honor and the highest award a civilian can receive, one that was deserved. All was goin g well
until … 2010. That year was a great challenge for the environmental community. People didn’t
trust the Earth Day groups and soon became disinterested in its activities. Committees were
faced with challenges such as shady politicians, oil lobbyists that had money, and problems
among themselves. Luckily they were able to overcome those issues and were able to grow
from them.

Today Earth Day is very popular, with more than 1 billion people participating every time. What
can you do to help the Earth as an individual? You could go outside, buy reusable plastic bags,
recycle, volunteer, conserve electricity and water, plant, spread information, and countless
other things. Take a deep breath and appreciate the oxygen our beautiful planet provides for
us. The Earth has always been there to support human life. Now it's our turn to help it in return!
“The History of Earth Day | Earth Day.” Earth Day, EARTHDAY.ORG, 2019, www.earthday.org/history/.

Easter

By Isabelle Wang
Easter is often associated with dyed eggs, bunnies, and cheerful pastel colors. But as bright and simple
the holiday may seem today, its origins are much more complex. You might already know something about the
holiday’s background, but there is so much more to Easter than you think.
Easter is a Christian holiday that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This year, Easter will occur
on Sunday, April 4- for some people. To Eastern Orthodox Catholics, it will be observed on May 2. This is
because the Eastern Orthodox Church follows the old Julian calendar, which differs from the Gregorian calendar
used by the Catholic Church. According to both churches, Easter always falls on the first Sunday following the
Paschal Full Moon, the first full moon of Spring.
From an outside perspective, it might not seem obvious why
Easter is such an important holiday. In short, to Christians, Jesus’
resurrection is proof of God's existence and power. It is proof that there
exists life after death, which can be reached through belief in Jesus’
teachings. As the Apostle Paul wrote, “And if Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and so is your faith.” ( 1 Corinthians 15:14, NIV).
Over time, Easter has shed some of its serious connotations to
become the holiday we are familiar with today. Eggs are traditionally
symbols of new life and rebirth, themes that match with the holiday of Eas ter. The custom of Easter eggs is
suggested to have begun in Mesopotamian Christian churches and then spread to Europe through Orthodox
Christianity. As for the Easter Bunny, some sources suggest that it was introduced to America by German
immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania. These immigrants brought with them stories of a hare that laid colored
eggs as a reward to good children. Some have also speculated that the rabbit was the sacred animal of Ēostre, a
pagan goddess of Spring whose festivals were the predecessor to Easter. However, the latter theory has no
evidence to support it.
This is only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to Easter. This holiday, as well as many others, is much
deeper than how it is viewed in the public eye. But through understanding, perhaps we might be able to
appreciate these various cultures a bit more.
Citations:
https://www.almanac.com/content/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkc86sg/revision/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_egg
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Passover 2021
By Ruva Dodzo
Passover is an international holiday celebrated by Jews all over the world. This year, Passover begins
the evening of Saturday, March 27 th, and ends at sundown Sunday, April 4th. The Jewish festival has been
celebrated since around the 5th century BCE. It is associated with the tradition of Moses leading the
Israelites out of Egypt. The story begins when Pharoah (believed to be Ramses II), the ruler of Egypt, was
afraid that the Jews would outnumber his people in Egypt. To “solve” this problem, Pharaoh ordered for all
male Hebrew babies to be slaughtered and for the Jews to be put to hard labor (enslaved); but the Jews were
told to mark their doors with the blood of a lamb they had sacrificed -the Passover offering- and so God
‘passed over’ their homes. Moses then freed them from Pharaoh and led them to freedom out of Egypt by
parting the Red Sea. Since then, it has become a tradition to celebrate and thank God for that.

-Passover Traditions-

Like with Easter, flowers associated with Passover are flowers that bloom in the spring, although
Passover flowers are blue and white. Some flowers used to decorate for Seders include lilies, daisies, violets,
irises, and tulips. Some traditional Passover meals include matzo ball soup, charoset, karpas, and maror
with chazeret. Matzo ball soup or matzah balls are Jewish soup dumplings made from a mixture of matzo
meal, beaten eggs, water, salt, and a fat such as oil, margarine, or chicken fat. Matzah balls are served with
chicken soup and are a staple food on the Jewish holiday of Passover. During the Seder, which means
“order” in Hebrew, the experience of the Exodus is told in story, song, prayer, and the tasting of symbolic
foods. The Seder meals include four cups of wine, eating matzah and bitter herbs, and retelling the story of
the Exodus.
In many Reform Jewish communities, Passover is celebrated for seven days, not eight. In more
traditional Jewish communities—including both Orthodox and Conservative communities, Passover is
celebrated for eight days. Families and friends gather together after nightfall on the first and second nights
of the holiday for the high point of the festival observance, the Seder. The last day of the Passover
celebration falls on the 3rd day of Spring Break which means those who do observe Passover will have more
time to spend and enjoy with family and friends. To those who are celebrating, I hope you have a safe and
wonderful celebration!

U.S.A Spring National Holidays
By Sanjana Veggalam
Over the years, the USA and the world in general, have accumulated an impressive amount of national and
international holidays, some of which are wildly popular and others...not so much. I’m sure at some point in your
life, you have heard of wacky and fun titles given to some of the days throughout each year, such as National Thank
God It’s Monday Day, National Milk Day, and International Dot Day. Anyways, I was wondering what the best
national and international days were, so I took it upon myself to research it and what I found was...well... interesting.
In fact, the dates were so fascinating, I thought more people should know about them. So, without further ado, I
present to you the most intriguing national and international days of the upcoming months April and May.

April 1st- April Fools Day! This is one of the more well-known holidays, but it’s still rather amusing to know we
seriously have an entire day dedicated to pranks, of all things. But, then again, we have a National Power Rangers
Day (August 28).
April 7th- No Housework Day. This one is pretty straight-forward. Make sure to let your parents know.
April 14th- National Look Up At The Sky Day. I would love to know the reasoning behind this one.
April 15th- April 15th is known to most people as Tax Day, but it’s also National High-Five Day. So, I guess, high fives
for not committing tax fraud!
April 28th - National Blueberry Pie Day and Stop Food Waste Day. Well, there’s your excuse for eating an entire pie
by yourself.
April 30th- Honesty Day. This is the complete opposite of April 4th (Tell A Lie Day) so whatever lie you choose to
tell on the fourth, you better come clean on the thirtieth.

May 1st- International Harry Potter Day! Yay! A day for all of us Potterheads who are completely obsessed with
our comfort characters!
May 2nd- National Brothers and Sisters Day. You know... I think I’ll pass.
May 7th- National No Pants Day. Speaks for itself.
May 13th- National Frog Jumping Day. Well, that's definitely a day. I’m not sure why it’s a day, but there you have
it.

May 14th- National Dance Like a Chicken Day. All I’m gonna say about this one is that it’s bold for a reason.
May 20- National Be A Millionaire Day. So....we all just get rich on the 20th? That’s what this is?
May 21- National Talk Like Yoda Day. Fun, this seems.
Well, that wraps up my personalized overview of some of the intriguing things society has deemed certain
days as. Of course, I don’t think most people actually pay attention to any of these, but what can I say? They are
fun to read about. There are a lot more days that aren’t in April and May, so for that reason, you may want to
check it out. As always, happy reading!

People, Several. “What National Day Is It? | National Day Calendar.” National Today, nationaltoday.com/national-day-calendar/. Accessed 17 Feb. 2021.

Pollen - Spring’s Biggest Rival
By Syon Shah
There are two types of people in the world when it comes to Spring. Some are die-hard
fans of Spring, and the others are the kind that when seeing a flower, they run away
screaming. But why? The answer is pollen. For the people out there with pollen allergies,
pollen and flowers are the worst. But what is pollen, and what does it do to our body?

What Is Pollen?
Believe it or not, and it's gross, but pollen is the dust and plant sperm that flowers,

trees, and other types of flora send out when looking for love. The dus t hitches a ride on air
currents, insects, or whatever else it can land on to spread the genetic material.

What are the symptoms of a pollen allergy?
There are many allergy symptoms. If you are allergic to pollen and breathe in pollenheavy air, you can experience:
•

sneezing

•

nasal congestion

•

runny nose

•

watery eyes

•

itchy throat and eyes

•

wheezing

What to do when trying to avoid pollen
There are many things you can do to avoid pollen. For instance, you can keep your car
windows closed so that pollen cannot get into your car when you're not there. You can also do
that with your home windows. You could also run the air conditioner, which w ould help clean
the air indoors. Wearing pollen masks, and being aware of where pollen can cling on you (skin,
hair, clothing) is also important. So for the people with pollen allergies, be sure to have fun
while staying clear of pollen!

Time for RESULTS!!!!
As you may have noticed, there was a google form sent out a few weeks ago. The form
was for this article, and it asked if you had pollen allergies or not. I did find out that there were
a few problems with the form, and I would like to apologize for that. But the problems were
fixed, and I would now like to present the results!
Alright, it seems that 144 people have answered. Out of the 144 people, 48 people have pollen
allergies. 96 people do not have pollen allergies. I can’t really “encourage” you to stop getting
pollen allergies, can I? No, because it will come automatically. BUT, if you try not to trigger
your allergies- you will be safe.
Thank you for reading this - I hope you learned something from this article!

Sources-

Pollen Allergy | Causes, Symptoms & Treatment | ACAAI ...
12 Tips for Avoiding Pollen - Healthgrades
Okay, So What Exactly is Pollen? - Spiffy Blog

Filippo Brunelleschi
By Isabelle Wang
Florence, Italy has been hailed as “the cradle of the Renaissance”.
Home to figures such as Donatello, Leonardo da Vinci, and Galileo, it's no
wonder that this city is considered the birthplace of the Renaissance. On
the list of Florentine famous figures, there's one name you've probably
never heard of: Filippo Brunelleschi, often recognized as the father of
Renaissance architecture. Also known as an engineer, sculptor, and artist,
he is most famous for his work on the Florence Cathedral.
Filippo Brunelleschi was born in Florence, Italy in 1377. Despite his
later reputation as an architect, he was originally a goldsmith and sculptor.
In 1401, the city of Florence held a contest to design the gilded bronze doors of the Florence
Baptistery. Brunelleschi entered- and lost, to another goldsmith by the name of Lorenzo Ghiberti.
When the news came out, Brunelleschi certainly did not throw a tantrum of sorts and vow never to
sculpt again. A bit of an overreaction? Probably. But it’s a telling example of Brunelleschi’s personality proud, temperamental, and as you’ll see, extremely petty. Not very good traits to have, but he did have
a positive one, being: he was smart. After quitting sculpture, Brunelleschi took up architecture and
helped design various churches and other buildings in the three decades t hat followed.
In 1418, Florence announced a design contest, this time for the dome of the Cattedrale di Santa
Maria del Fiore, nowadays simply known as the Florence Cathedral or “Il Duomo”. Construction of the
cathedral had actually begun more than a century earlier, in 1296. However, due to war, plague, and
political matters, construction stalled and the cathedral had been left dome-less. The dome of the
cathedral was to be the largest of its time, at 376 feet tall and 138 feet wide. This time, Brunelles chi
won, beating his old rival Ghiberti, who had also entered. However, Ghiberti was appoint ed to assist
Brunelleschi in the project, an arrangement which, as one could guess, did not go very well. Ghiberti
eventually handed over responsibility of the dome, and Brunelleschi took over complete supervision
of the dome’s construction.
Now that Brunelleschi had gotten his revenge, he
actually had to start constructing the dome. However, it
would be a logistical nightmare to build. Because of its
immense size, he couldn’t use structural centering-the
use of a temporary arched structure- to support it
during construction, and there simply wasn’t enough
timber in Tuscany to build scaffolding. In addition,
Gothic churches usually utilized flying buttresses to
support the structure. However, the designers had
decided not to use them, and while a good decision in
terms of aesthetics, it meant that the dome would have almost no support at all. To make matters
worse, the base of the dome was an irregular octagon, with no true center. This would make the
structure naturally unstable, and coupled with the lack of supporting structures, it seemed almost
impossible to construct.

Brunelleschi wouldn’t let that stop him. His solution was to build not one dome, but two- an
inner and an outer shell. The two shells were held together with interlocking rings to prevent
spreading. He also designed and built his own construction equipment, including an ox-driven hoist
to lift heavy loads of brick and mortar more than a hundred feet into the air. During construction,
Brunelleschi also laid the brick in a herringbone pattern that would self-reinforce and stay in place as
the mortar cured. Ever the perfectionist, Brunelleschi reportedly inspected every brick that was used
in the dome. But given the sheer amount of bricks- over four million of them- this claim should be
taken with a grain of salt. However, it still shows his dedication to the project, an attribute that paid
off. After more than a decade, in 1436, the dome was completed and consecrated. The result was the
largest masonry dome in the world, a title it still holds today.
Brunelleschi single-handedly completed what generations of architects before him could not:
he, quite literally, built the impossible. Even nowadays, with our modern equipment and technology,
it would be difficult to produce a structure of such size with the amount of precision that
Brunelleschi did. Unfortunately, Brunelleschi being Brunelleschi, he kept much of his plans secret.
Modern architects and historians can only guess at his methods. But one thing is clear: for someone
who never received any formal architectural training, his innovation and ingenuity in the craft is
indeed deserving of the title “father of Renaissance architecture”.
Citations:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/duomo/
https://totallyhistory.com/filippo-brunelleschi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IOPlGPQPuM
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Food Insecurity
By Harini Talluri

As of 2018, about 1 in 9 Americans suffer from a lack of food supply for themselves or their family.
According to Hunger & Health, food insecurity is defined as “a lack of available financial resources for food
at the household level.” However, in today’s society, food insecurity is based on a lot of factors, not just
income. Some of these include employment, race, and also disabilities. These are some of the core factors
to why food insecurity is still ongoing.

Employment
Unemployment is one of the main and one of the more obvious reasons for food insecurity. How
much you pay for food and shelter just depends on where you live and the cost of living in that area. For
example, living in an average apartment in New York costs close to $2,500, while living in Texas costs only
$900. So, food insecurity depends on where you live and your distinctive lifestyle. An unemployed person
obviously won’t have enough money to take care of themselves, let alone their families. According to the
Washington Post, about 10.1 million people in the US are unemployed. There are 37 mill ion people who are
struggling with food insecurity. It is also safe to say that many of these people are facing food insecurity.
Additionally, more and more people are getting fired from their jobs due to the pandemic. It is reported
that nearly 20 million people have lost their jobs due to the pandemic since the March of 2020. While some
people permanently lost their jobs, there are other cases where their pay got cut off or their pay has been
reduced.

Race
Unfortunately, the race of a person is another factor that contributes to food insecurity. Any person
from any ethnicity or race can face food insecurity however some races are more vulnerable to this than
others. According to Move for Hunger, African American households face food insecurity 2 time s more than
white households. Some of this might be a racism issue. For example, a manager of a Subway denied a job
for a black girl based on her appearance. Racism against all races has always been present, however the
issue has recently gotten more media attention, such as Asian hate and Black hate. The average salary that
a white household earns is about $68,000 while Black households earn $48,000. Like race, the disabilities of
a person are also a cause for food insecurity.

Disabilities
Disabilities include physical and mental. Many jobs require doing manual labor. Obviously, if a job
requires this, you cannot be able to do this job. Being disabled increases living costs, like the items or things
you have to install in your own house to live in comfort. This also causes more money to be spent on food
and basic necessities. Many people that have mental or physical disabilities are required to have surgery or
treatment for their condition which might leave the family in debt.

How can we help?
There are many ways that we can help people who are suffering from food insecurity. For example,
we can work with Feeding America. Feeding America is an organization that collects food and distributes it
to people in need. There are over 200 of these food banks all over the country. This brings us to the next
way to help. Volunteering is the best way to help and give back to the community. While volunteering,
there are many things to do, like collecting food, organizing food, and distributing it. You can always sear ch
the internet to find websites that allow people to volunteer. Like volunteering, you can always set up your
own food drive in your school or community. Then that food can be donated to organizations that are in
touch with the people suffering from food insecurity. Another approach that you can take is growing your
own and organic food. In a community garden, the community as a whole works together to grow food and
to donate. Not only is it a great way to help people, but it is also a great way to bring p eople closer together
in the community. The list goes on and on because there are endless ways that we can help each other.
Works Cited
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3D Printers
By Aryaa Patel

There are many types of printers, but today we are going to talk about 3d printers. 3d
printers are big printers that can print objects in 3d. For example, when you lose your wrench,
you can print a new one. 3d printers have been useful for a long time, but some people don’t
believe that they even work!

Origins –
In the late 1970s, there was a Japanese lawyer, Dr. Hedio Kodama, who attempted to
invent Rapid Prototyping (RP). It was a different name for the printer since when you print
things, you are making a prototype. It was turned down since it didn’t meet the deadline of
the full patent requirements. Four years later, a French team of engineers attempted to create
a printer with their keen interest in stereolithography (stereolithography is another word for
3d-printing). Sadly, they lost interest and abandoned the project. One man, Charles “Chuck”
Hull made the first printer (named SLA) in 1986, picking up where the French left off. Lo and
behold, the first printer was made. There are only 3 original Printers in the world: 3d systems,
EOS, and Stratasys.
Infancy to Adult –
When the first printer was made, It wasn’t
popular until the 1980s but even then it wasn’t
popular amongst the public. It was used mostly in
companies since it was efficient with its fast
printing. Remember Dr. Kodama? He published his
findings of RP which is completely functional. The
material used was a photopolymer (light-activated resin). It was how the first solid object
came to be. It creates a thin layer on top of the previous one, it comes in a cross-sectional slice
in a 3d model.
From 1999 to 2010, the general public wasn’t familiar enough with the 3d printing
schematics. However, others were, such as doctors. This was the decade that the first 3d
printed organ was made, the human bladder. The synthetics of the organ were first made,
then it was coated with the cells of the human patient and was implanted. What was so special
about this is that since it was coated with the cells of the human patient, it would not be
rejected from the immune system. It means that the immune system will think it is the
bladder of the human. There were other printed body parts such as a miniature kidney that
works, a prosthetic leg, and blood vessels coated with human cells.
3d printing was finally taken seriously, many people were talking about it. It has
advanced so much that you can print with metals, glass, paper, and wood along with many
other things. You can print many things such as musical instruments, household items,
jewelry, and clothing accessories.
Final Words So 3D printers haven’t gotten a lot of spotlights. Try it out by using Tinkercad to make a
design, and then go to your local public place where you can print it. And enjoy your creation!
Source: 3dinsider.com

Dessert Battle: Candy VS Chocolate
By Riya Jain

Candy and chocolate are two totally different, but delicious sweets! Candy is what you get
when you go trick or treating, like Snickers and skittles, while chocolate is, well, chocolate! In
my opinion, I like chocolate better than candy, but I wouldn’t mind having both.

Chocolate
When I think of chocolate, I think of the rich, creamy
texture of a chocolate ball in my mouth. Especially the ones
filled with caramel... Ah, don’t get me started! Chocolate is also
relatively healthier than candy, so that's a plus! Also,
chocolate can come in all sorts of varieties, from milk
chocolate to cookies and cream chocolate! Also, chocolate
doesn’t have to be eaten plain; you can coat strawberries with
it, create cakes, and make it into a syrup to top onto your ice
cream! The downside is that there aren’t as many varieties as candy, so you can get bored after
some time.

Candy
Don’t get me wrong, candy is pretty awesome! You can get loads of it for free from
random people during Halloween, and there are so many
varieties such as Skittles, Sour Patch, etc. Candy can also be
used to top cakes and gingerbread houses. Candy also has
some chocolate varieties, like Twix, Snickers, etc, so you will
never run out! However, some kinds of candy are too hard to
eat, like hard candy. People with sensitive teeth may not be
able to eat candy, but they’ll definitely be able to eat
chocolate!
Now, the moment you all have been waiting for! Here are the results of the survey I sent out
last month:
It seems like Brooklawn has spoken, and the winner is chocolate!

Get your armor and your swords.

It’s the Ice Cream WARS!
By Eesha and Medha Vavilala

Ice cream is a perfect spring and summer dessert. Almost everyone in America eats ice cream. But here’s the
real question: What is the best flavor? Everyone likes different flavors. Did you know that 14% of the world likes
chocolate, and 13% of the world likes vanilla ice cream? Who knew it would be just by one percent? Here are some
different opinions and ideas of chocolate and vanilla ice cream.
Chocolate: By Medha

One huge reason why chocolate is (obviously) better than vanilla
is because it has so much delicious flavor. Vanilla has absolutely no taste.
Chocolate is so much more creamy than vanilla, and it has so much more
yumminess. Vanilla only tastes good if you put some toppings. Plus,
everyone loves chocolate in everything. Chocolate cake, chocolate candy,
chocolate cupcakes, and of course chocolate ice cream! Vanilla cupcakes
taste bad, and vanilla cakes are just boring. Vanilla candy exists, but it isn’t
very popular. However, chocolate ice cream has more sugar than vanilla.
Vanilla is also healthier because it has natural sugar, unlike cocoa beans.
But if you don’t care about all that healthy statistic-y stuff, chocolate is for
you!

Vanilla: By Eesha

Chocolate or vanilla? Easy pick, isn’t it? Vanilla is the
number one flavor that everyone should have. I’ll give you some points
to back up my claim. Then we’ll see whose side you’re on. A reason
why vanilla is the better flavor is because it is a sweet and refreshing
treat. Vanilla comes from vanilla beans, which has a rich, delicious
flavor. Vanilla had originated in Mexico by the Aztecs, and was used to
accent the chocolate flavor in their drinks. Apparently the chocolate
flavor wasn’t good enough for them. Even now, people use vanilla to
boost up drinks. Another reason vanilla is awesome is because it isn’t
too sweet, while sometimes with certain ice cream flavors, like
chocolate, has the overpowering flavor of sugar. You could also put a
variety of fruit on your vanilla like mango and strawberries to enhance the flavor.
It’s true though, chocolate sweets vary while vanilla sweets don’t. Vanilla isn’t a
perfect flavor, no flavors are, but it’s great!

The battle between vanilla and chocolate ice cream is obviously epic, but don’t you think other flavors shine
too? Some people like Mint Chocolate Chip better than chocolate or vanilla ice cream, and some people like vanilla
chocolate swirl! That’s why we also decided to do a survey on people’s favorite flavors. This includes mint chocolate
chip, buttered pecan, strawberry, and more flavors. Chocolate and vanilla aren’t the only flavors that rock! And who
doesn’t like their ice cream without toppings? We also put in a survey for ice cream toppings, they just make your
plate taste more yummy!

Now, it's the part you’ve been waiting for (do the drum roll!!) The Winners!
Favorite Flavors:
Third place: Chocolate and Vanilla! (swirl)
Second place: Cookie Dough!
First Place: Cookies and Cream!
Favorite Toppings:
Third place: Oreos!
Second place: Whipped Cream!
First Place: Chocolate Syrup!

The Final Results! The winner of chocolate or vanilla, a win by two points is… VANILLA!!

Thank you so much for reading our article! Hope you have a good day and look forward to reading our next Knightlife
story!
https://queen.com.au/why-vanilla-is-way-better-than-chocolate
https://spiceadvice.com/encyclopedia/vanilla/

Organic
By Hallie Stringham

BroKelly sat up straight in her bed. The grocery bag crinkled underneath, as the words “Have a
nice day!” smiled up at her. And she would. For today was selection day!
BroKelly raced from her bed, passing Granny PumKim on the way to the front of the drawer.
There she would wait with the other selectable vegetables for Elder KarrieFlower to make her decision.
The bottom drawer of the fridge was a cozy place, though it sounds cold. The vegetables had
each other to keep warm. The weekly population always evened out on a good 20 veggies. For each
vegetable selected for the sacrifice to the Pear Giant, there was always a replacement. Not always
immediately, but always by Sunday night.
Though the vegetables themselves had no family, they liked to take the roles of one. Alread y
we have Granny PumKim, old enough to be eliminated at a purge. More members of the veggie family
include Uncle WaterChris, Sister Lena and Kimmy beans, Brother ZakHini, and more. But the family
doesn’t last. It is ever-changing. As things tend to go.
A vegetable has a pretty short life compared to a lot of things. They usually only last a week. I
mean, that’s a lot when compared to the mayflies, where the female of which only lives 5 minutes, but
that’s not important at the minute. Every night the oldest vegetable (for the last 3 weeks that has been
Elder KarrieFlower) will line up every young vegetable suitable to be eaten by the Pear Giant. No one
knows exactly how the vegetables got their “Rulebook of the Sacrificial Ritual” but it goes as follows:

1. The vegetable offered must be free of all mold
2. The vegetable must be at peak age: not unripe and not old
3. The vegetable must not show any signs of wilting
And everyone knows what happens when any of these rules are broken. Or if you don’t, you
better learn quickly.
Anyway, our dear veggie BroKelly was a young broccoli floret. She had barely been in the
drawer 2 days and was still excited at the prospect of sacrificing herself for her tribe. Yes, that’s what
they are. A tribe of vegetables.
It has always been considered an honor to be selected. Not only does it show that you are “the
best” vegetable, but you are also doing the noble thing of offering yourself up to save your fellows.
Truly inspiring.
When BroKelly arrived at the selection wall, at the far end of the drawer where it opens, the
other selectable vegetables had already started to line up.
The lesser Elder PotaJoe was directing the vegetables to their places. He sent BroKelly to stand
at the end, all the way on the right.
And there was ScaLeon.
For any that don’t know, ScaLeon is the kind of vegetable you aspire not to be. H e’s the kind of
vegetable to put his feet on the table, never do anything useful, get bad grades, and pick his nose. I
don’t know where a vegetable would have a nose, or what would be in one to pick, but both questions
are probably better left unanswered.
What this meant for BroKelly is that she had to stand next to ScaLeon the whole time. There
were still a couple of hours to go until selection, and BroKelly was losing her hope fast.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CeLarry
KarrieFlower
BroKelly
PumpKim
WaterChris
Lena Bean
ArtyChoke

BeetRudy
Maizey
PotaJoe
RutaBarbra / Rubybaga
AruGaleA
AsparaGus / AsPerryGus
AmyRanth

LennyTils
ScaLeon
RhuBarb
GinJerry
CucumBarry
ZakHini
GaryLic

Lemon Crinkles
By Isobel Stroh

2 sticks unsalted butter, softened
1.75 cups granulated sugar
2 eggs
2.5 tablespoons lemon juice
1.5 tablespoons fresh lemon zest
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
.5 teaspoon salt
.25 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup powdered sugar

Put the butter and granulated sugar in the bowl of a stand mixer. Turn mixer on high and cream the butter and
sugar until light and fluffy, about 3-5 minutes. Scrape the bowl after this step. Turn the mixer on mediumlow and beat in the eggs, lemon juice, lemon zest, and vanilla. Scrape the bowl again. Turn the mixer on low,
and mix in 1 cup of flour, baking powder, salt, and baking soda. Once combined, mix in the remaining 2 cups
of flour, just until smooth (Do not overmix the dough, mix as little as possible during this step). Cover and
chill the dough for about 30 minutes (The longer you chill the dough the puffier the cookies will be). Preheat
the oven to 375 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper (do this to at least two so you are
prepared to cook them). Once the dough has chilled, set out a bowl with the powdered sugar. (Use a 1
tablespoon cookie scoop to make sure all the cookies are the same size.) Scoop one cookie at a time into the
bowl of powdered sugar. Roll each cookie around until there is a quite generous layer coating them, making
sure not to shake any off. Once the cookie has been rolled in the sugar, place it on one of the prepared baking
sheets, keeping each cookie about 2 inches away from each other. Bake for about 8-10 minutes, until the
edges are a nice, but subtle, golden brown color, and so the middle looks slightly underbaked. Let cookies
cool on the baking sheet for about 5 minutes, then transfer them to a wire cooling rack.

Cookies should be stored at room temperature in an air-tight container and should be eaten within 7-9 days. You can also
use lime or orange zest and juice in place of the lemon to make the recipe your own, ex. The recipe calls for 2.5 tablespoons
lemon juice but you could use 2.5 tablespoons of lime juice, the same follows for the zest.

Hot Cocoa Recipes
Winter might be coming to a close, but there is always time for hot chocolate!
By Helena Paquette

Hot Cocoa Bombs
Ingredients:
-2 1/2cups of melting chocolate
-3 tablespoons of instant hot cocoa mix
-¾ cup mini marshmallows
-White chocolate (for decoration)
-3 cups of milk

Instructions:
1.Place the melting chocolate on a double boiler until smooth.
2.Place about ½ tablespoon of the chocolate in a sphere mold.
3.Use a paintbrush to thin out the chocolate and spread the chocolate around the sides.
4.Place in the fridge for 5 mins to set.
5.Pour another ½ tablespoon of chocolate into the mold and spread out the second layer.
6.Pull out one sphere and add 1 tablespoon of instant hot cocoa mix.
7.Add ¼ cup of mini marshmallows.
8.Place a pan on the stove and let heat up for 1 min.
9.Take an empty sphere and place it on the hot pan.
10.Complete steps 6-9 for the rest of the spheres.
11.Pipe extra chocolate on the seams if needed and spread with a brush.
12. *optional* Melt the white chocolate using the double boiler and put it into a piping bag and drizzle
over the spheres in a criss-cross motion.
13.Place a hot cocoa bomb in a mug and pour in the hot milk and let the chocolate dissolve.
14. Have fun with your hot cocoa bombs and save them for a snowy day!

Hot Cocoa Jars
Ingredients:
-¼ cup cocoa powder
-¼ cup sugar
-9 crushed candy canes
-6 Dove chocolates
-½ cup mini marshmallows
-3 cups milk

Instructions:
1. In a 12 oz. mason jar, add the cocoa powder.
2. Carefully spread the sugar evenly on top.
3. Place 5 Dove chocolates on the sides of the jar and one in the center.
4. Add the mini marshmallows.

Preparing the Hot Cocoa
1.Pour the contents of the jar into a bowl and unwarp the Dove chocolates.
2. In a medium saucepan, heat the milk for about 2-3 mins on medium-low heat.
3. Add the Dove chocolates and stir until melted.
4. Add the cocoa powder, sugar, and candy canes and stir until smooth.
5. Pour into a mug and top with mini marshmallows.

Homemade Whipped Cream
(Perfect for putting on top of your hot chocolate)

Ingredients:
-1 cup heavy cream
-1 teaspoon vanilla extract
-1 tablespoon confectioners sugar (powdered sugar)

Instructions:
1.In a large bowl, whip cream until stiff peaks are just about to form. Beat in
vanilla extract and sugar until peaks form. Make sure not to over-beat,
cream will then become lumpy and butter-like.
All recipes by Rosanna Pansino

A Deep Dive Into The World Of Minecraft
By Krishil Patel and Abhyuday Shashi

INTRODUCTION
Minecraft. On the surface a block game with abnormal popularity, but under its seemingly
uncomplicated graphics and gory fantasy lore, there is an absolutely astounding game.

THE BASICS
To get into the advanced methods, you have to start with the basics. First, you have to mine
a lot of logs from trees and craft 12-16 sticks. The logs are for a wooden pickaxe, and building
blocks. The sticks are for tools, torches, and even furnace fuel. First, make a wooden pickaxe to get
three cobblestone to make a cobblestone pickaxe. Then, go mine the outskirts of a cave so you

don’t encounter mobs, and you will probably find coal and you will definitely get stone for tools.
Use the coal for torches to illuminate caves and for furnace fuel. If you cannot find coal, you may
use sticks as furnace fuel. Get seven iron to make a bucket for saving yourself from fall damage, to
make an iron pickaxe to mine quicker, and to make a flint and steel. It is not essential, but try to
find one more iron to make a shield to help against annoying skeletons. Then, you can find a lava
pool to make your portal the way invented by Illumina, or get three diamonds to make a diamond
pickaxe to get ten obsidian to make a portal. By then, you are off to the Nether!

THE DIMENSIONS
The Nether Dimension is one of the hardest dimensions to navigate through. Be sure to
have some sort of gold armor or a shield to protect you from piglin attacks. Then, find a bastion or
just mine for gold to trade with piglins, as well as to use for golden apples. Once you get 6-7 blaze
rods from a fortress and craft them into at least 12-14 ender pearls, you can go into the overworld
and throw eyes of ender until you find the stronghold . Once you find that you have to go to the
starter staircase and pinpoint where the portal room might be. There are a max of three ender
pearls in the chests. Place the remaining eyes of ender to light the portal. You will spawn in the
End underground or on an island that is near to the End mainland.

TECHNIQUES AND SKILLS TO TOUCH ON
Though I could go on and on about this I will keep this short. There are many ways to save
yourself from fall damage, you could use a water bucket, a slime block, cobwebs, and ladders
placed on blocks to MLG and in the upcoming 1.17 update we can even use snow buckets! These
snow buckets allow us to MLG in the Nether. Timing shield and axe hits is also important.

PVP Skills
The most important thing to note is that your movement is everything. Keep your speed to
make it harder for your opponent to hit you. Axe critical hits are the most important thing,
especially in 1.16, so make sure you time your axe cool down (the white ba r in your screen) and
keep sprint hitting the opponent to break their shield over and over again. For those who think

that a sword is better than an axe, let's talk about DPS (damage per hit). In the 1.9 update,
Minecraft upped the axe damage, making a fully charged stone axe hit as strong as a diamond
sword. Though they do the same amount of damage, a diamond sword is stronger because of the
amount of time you need to get a fully charged diamond sword hit is shorter, and thus it makes
the DPS better. But, when you even upgrade just once to an iron axe, the time you need to get a
fully charged hit doesn't even matter anymore because you do so much more damage per hit, and
don’t even get me started on netherite axes. But, it is a whole new thing when we talk about
enchantments. A sword can be enchanted with fire aspect II, sharpness V, and smite III. All of this
while an axe can only be enchanted with sharpness. The fire aspect is the main thing as now the
opponent has to keep focusing even while on fire. But the fire aspect is good for the opponent
sometimes because being on fire lowers the amount of knockback you take!

CONCLUSION
Overall, Minecraft is a very fantastic game where nothing is impossible. There is no limit to
what you can craft and do in Minecraft, and we definitely suggest that you play it.

April Fools’ Pranks
By Ananya Mangla
Since April Fools is coming up, and since we have nothing else to do in our spring
break, I think it is the perfect time to share some funny (and safe) pranks to pull on your
family and friends.
The first prank is a very easy and lighthearted prank. All you need is
an empty paper towel roll, two rolls of toilet paper (with the toilet
paper on them), and a toilet. What you have to do is put the empty
paper towel roll between the seats and put the two rolls of toilet
paper on the seat. Then go shouting around your house saying
“THE TOILET IS SMOKING!” and have them run into the bathroom.
Their reactions would be hilarious.
The next prank is for the people who keep on stealing your food. The items you
would need are a balloon, some icing, sprinkles or any other topping you have, and a
bowl. First, fill the balloon with as much water as you can to create a water balloon.

When you are done with that, place the balloon in the bowl and cover
the whole thing in icing. After that, add sprinkles or any topping you
want on top of the iced balloon. Right now, your balloon should look
like a delicious cake. Now, place your “cake” in plain sight with a fork
next to it. Somebody might notice the “cake” with the desire to eat it.
But once the fork touches the balloon, it will explode, spraying water
all over that person. That should teach them a lesson not to steal your food again!
The last prank is the easiest one of them all.
Turn your television on to your favorite channel.
Then, take a piece of tape (try to use clear tape if
you have it) and put it over the sensor of the
remote so it won't work. Now leave the remote in
plain sight so somebody can easily find it. Watch as
someone tries to change the channel of your T.V.!!!

5 Things to Do over Spring Break that Benefit the Environment
By Satya Samhitha Gabbita and Jiya K. Patel

1. Plant something.
•

You might regret not planting something because someday, we may never have
it. Gardening has many benefits itself. It gives you peace and a screen break
from the computer. It is widely known that looking at something green after
looking at the screen helps reduce eye strain. So, help yourself to a shovel and
some soil and plant that seed!

2. Pick up trash while walking outside.
•

Since spring brings lovely weather, it is a great idea to go outside and get some
fresh air. (An excuse to get out of the house.) While walking outside or even just
enjoying the weather, have a bag and a glove in hand. You can pick up trash that
you see littered and can help clean it up.

3. Clean Litter.
•

This may not be the most fun thing to do for some people. However, disturbing
scenes from my first-hand experience are making me feel more like it's my
responsibility too. When I was biking with my friends by the lake, we stopped by
our landmark “the rock spot”. As we were taking pictures there, we saw foam by
the edge of the rock. It was all leading to drainage. Plastic bottles were floating
near it, waxed paper from gum, etc. You would expect the foam to be white but,
no, it was dark brown from all the dirt and pollution. All of this can cause great
harm to the animals that live in the lake. The lake is home to many animals such
as fish, ducks, geese, swans, great blue heron, turtles, and snakes. All of these
animals are directly harmed by this. All of this has to stop. There are boards
everywhere to stop littering and they even say that people who litter will be
prosecuted and they have to pay fines. But, I see people make the same mistake
over and over again. We can repeat the phrase “Don’t litter” over and over again.
But, until people change their minds, this will be the way of the world. There is
always something that sparks change. It is up to you to decide if you will keep
our planet alive longer or let it wither away.

4. Bike instead of driving.
•

If you only have to go to a location that is 5 minutes away, it is best to bike or
even walk. This way, less gas is being released into the atmosphere, which keeps
the air clean. Plus, since most of us are stuck at home, you can get your daily
exercise in by biking or walking to your destination!

5. Upcycling/Recycling
•

Upcycling is when you use products you already have in your home and make
something better that is worth more than the original items. You can do this with
many things you have in your home, even if you don’t plan on selling them. For
example, you can go green by not using plastic bags at the grocery store. You
can use materials you have at home to make a reusable tote bag that can carry
heavy items. This helps in saving the environment, as production for more items
gets cut down and that saves the manufacturing process. You can help the
environment in many ways, you’ve just got to be a little creative!!

We can only delay the inevitable at this point. We can do better than this because if we don’t,
we won’t be able to call our planet ours anymore. It is up to our generation to keep our

planet, our planet. Let us do our best to keep our planet thriving. Be a responsible human and
help our Earth while you are on spring break!!
Lake Parsippany in 50 years if
we don’t change:

Lake Parsippany Now:

4 of the Best Books to Read - Issue 3
By Hasini Talluri

Dystopian:
Masterminds by Gordon Korman (3 books)
Eli Frieden has never left Serenity, New Mexico...why would he ever want to? Then one day, he
bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so crazy and unexpected happens, it changes
everything.
Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further, and soon it becomes clear that nothing is as
it seems in Serenity. The clues mount to reveal a shocking discovery, connecting their ideal crimefree community to some of the greatest criminal masterminds ever known.
The kids realize they can trust no one—least of all their own parents.

Fantasy:
The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis (8 books)

During the World War II bombings of London, four English siblings are sent to a country house
where they will be safe. One day Lucy finds a wardrobe that transports her to a magical world called
Narnia. After coming back, she soon returns to Narnia with her brothers, Peter and Edmund, and her
sister, Susan. With aid from the majestic lion Aslan, the four lead Narnia into an all-out war as they
fight to outwit the Witch and restore peace to the land.

Fiction:
Summer Bird Blue by Akemi Dawn Bowman
Rumi Seto spends a lot of time worrying she doesn’t have the answers to everything. What to eat,
where to go, whom to love. But there is one thing she is absolutely sure of—she wants to spend the
rest of her life writing music with her younger sister, Lea.
Then Lea dies in a car accident, and her mother sends her away to live with her aunt in Hawaii while
she deals with her own grief. Now thousands of miles from home, Rumi struggles to navigate the
loss of her sister, being abandoned by her mother, and the absence of music in her life. With the help
of the “boys next door”—a teenage surfer named Kai, who smiles too much and doesn’t take
anything seriously, and an eighty- year-old named George Watanabe, who succumbed to his own
grief years ago—Rumi attempts to find her way back to her music, to write the song she and Lea
never had the chance to finish.

Non-fiction:
I am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai
and Patricia McCormick
I Am Malala. This is my story.
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said
music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go
to school.
Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up
for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly
lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from
school.
No one expected her to survive.
Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize
winner. Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in
hope, truth, miracles, and the possibility that one person -- one young person -- can inspire change in
her community and beyond.

Three Keys Book Review
By Chae Marie James
“Three Keys”, written by Kelly Yang, is an awesome
book. I would recommend it to ages 8-12. It is a continuation of
“The Front Desk”. It is the story of the three challenges: a new
school, a new law, and a new struggle to deal with.
She and her parents are now the owners of the Calvista
Motel. Mia and Lupe get to run the front desk. “Last year” Mia
had a hard time writing, but now she focused.
But instead of having an awesome year, she has trouble
with her new teacher and her classmates. They don’t think her
writing is good. Also, her classmates find out that she lives and
works in a motel.
Mia finds out that The Calvista is struggling with money problems, and she is worried about the
investors are going to leave.
The last challenge that she has to deal with is a law concerning immigrants, and she is worried
about the people in her life leaving. She tries everything in her power to try to stop it. Eventually, the
law passes, and she is worried about everyone.
This book’s theme is about “Community, Social justice and Compassion,” according to the
Washington Post. I recommend this book because it is great, it shows that people can change, and there
are challenges every day. I hope there is more to the series!

Brooklawn Middle School
Spring Musical
2021
Taking place during May of 2021, the Brooklawn Drama club will be performing You’re
a Good Man, Charlie Brown the Broadway Musical, which was originally written by both
Charles M. Schulz and John Gordon. You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown is one of those
timeless plays with brilliant and iconic music, like “Beethoven Day ”, “Happiness ” and “My
Blanket and Me.” The Brooklawn Drama club will be performing these songs and more in a
video recording of the play. The AMAZING teachers working with the cast are Mrs. Matarazzo,
Miss Poccia and Miss Fazzini! As a member of the cast, it’s honestly super amazing to work
with the cast and teachers, and the whole experience, even with
COVID-19 guidelines, has been super fun (and last year was so
cool too, even though we didn’t get to actually perform the play.)
I hope everybody gets a chance to watch this play!

Brooklawn Middle School Sports
By Sarthak Kumar

Sports has been a big thing for BMS, and especially this year with Covid around. So,
Newspaper Club decided that we should make an article about the sports in BMS.
Mr. Young: “This was a difficult year for sports, because of the pandemic. The
Brooklawn boys basketball team however, was able to win all 8 games they played. The
team was limited in the amount of time we had to practice, but the team was led by
returning 8th graders who already knew our offense and defense from last year and worked
to perfect their skills this year. The 8th graders on the team are captains Dylan Guzzardo,
Sebastian Lalo, Nick Dragone and Gavin Barbrack. Returning 8th graders were AJ Herre,
Joshua Camero and Clark LaForteza. The new 8th graders this year were
Louis Caponegro, Pranav Agarwal, Troy Bailey, Lucas Garcia, Jimmy
MacKenzie and TJ Rey. The 7th graders on the team were Nick Vico, Ved
Patel, Paul Velicky, Nico Companion and Liam O'Dowd. The 6th graders on
the team were Will Maass, Jake Matanin and Dante Gutierrez. All the
players learned very quickly and helped make this a great season!”
Mr. Lodato: “The Brooklawn Knights Wrestling Team is back on the mat
demonstrating their toughness and determination. The athletes have
been training hard building up their cardio, strength training, and putting
their grappling skills to the test. The team got off to a great start with
victories over Pequannock and crosstown rivals Central Middle
School. Our Knights are led by 2x County Champ James Mcginty and veterans Andrew
Baumann, Rj Ellerbee, Ozzie Saldarini, Alex Spada, and Devante Vargas. Their leadership and
hard work has been a great model for their teammates to follow.”
Sadly Ms. Rosamilia couldn't share with us, but we have a player from the girls
basketball team, Isabela Lipsky (one of the 8th grade co-captains): “I think that this season
went very well for us. We saw a lot of girls make so much progress in their game which was
our main goal. This year, like anyone will tell you, was a bit different. We weren’t sure how
many practices we were going to have, or how many games and many didn’t happen due to
factors outside of our control. The one thing we could always count on was that the girls
were on the court ready to play and wanting to get better. Even if we were losing, we never
lost hope. I think the girls basketball team shows a good example of how to be a great
knight.”
Thanks to everyone for taking the time to tell us about this season. Go Knights!!!

April is the national month of many things:
hope, stress awareness, autism awareness…
the list goes on and on. Notably, April is
National Poetry Month. As such, we have
prepared the two poems below for your
enjoyment!

The Beauty of Life
By Satya S. Gabbita
The warm, humble breeze
The early morning sunrise
The dew drops on grass
Melodious chirps,
The bees busily buzzing
Nuts fall to the ground

Hope
These are bleak times.
The cold, the chill
The weight of your burdens
seem to multiply.
The gloom hangs about
thicker than the morning
fogThe weather, the tests, the
illness
-but most of all the fear.
But remember the sunlight,
the laughter
Winter wanes, and summer is
coming.
However long and arduous
the journey
Or the burdens you must
face, remember:
Pandora freed sickness and
misery
But also
-hope.

Rabbits are hopping
Rivers flowing gracefully
Young fawn stand and fall
Cherry blossoms thrive
Butterflies land on flowers
The clouds back away
The warmth of springtime
Brings hope for the tomorrows
The true beauty of life
Capture the moment
See the beauty of right now
Live in the moment

Homemade Quarantine Comics
Made by Riya Jain

