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The Zero Waste Schools newsletter will help you get your school
on a path toward generating zero waste through waste prevention, recycling,
composting, and food recovery. You’ll also find resources that connect zero waste
to healthy eating, school gardens, and environmental education and action.
Feel free to share the newsletter with friends, colleagues, and students who are
interested in zero waste!
Sign up for ZWS news

Green Locker Clean-Out
The end of the school year is coming up soon and with
it the opportunity for a great end-of-year project: a
Green Locker Clean-Out. With a just a little advanced
planning, your school can keep mountains of materials
out of landfills. SGA created a Green Locker Clean-Out
Guide to help.
A Green Locker Clean-Out involves providing bins for students to sort their
unwanted locker or desk contents into categories of Donate, Recycle, and Landfill.
Donated items can be made available to other students and sta! in the school or
can be donated (the Chicago Creative Reuse Exchange has a new opportunity to
donate items). A Green Locker Clean-out can be a great student-led project, as
well.
SGA's Green Locker Clean-Out Guide will take you through all steps of planning
and implementation, providing best practices and tips along the way.
Download the guide HERE.
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Kindergarten Zero Waste Orientation Guide
Kindergarten & New Student
Orientation is a great time to
introduce your school’s newest
students and their parents to your
zero waste and sustainability
e!orts. Starting at a new school can
be both exciting and intimidating,
and many students may not have
previous experience recycling or
composting. Help new students feel
comfortable and part of the school
community by incorporating some
of the ideas in this guide.
Click HERE for SGA's Kindergarten & New Student Zero Waste Orientation Guide.

USDA Launches Ace the Waste!
As part of Winning on Reducing Food Waste Month, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is launching Ace the Waste!, a student competition for food
waste reduction ideas. This competition calls on students to develop creative
solutions to reduce food loss and waste in the U.S., including:
preventing food waste
recovering wholesome & excess food to feed people
recycling food scraps to keep them out of landfills
raising awareness
Eligible participants: Students aged 11-18 years old. The competition is open to
students in all 50 states, U.S. Territories, and Tribes.
Deadline: Friday, May 24, 2019 at 5:00 pm.
Click HERE for more information.

Oak Park students lead Earth Day Climate Comeback Rally

Several dozen Oak Park middle school students marched on Earth Day (April 22)
to show they’re serious about taking action against climate change. Brooks
Middle School Eco Eagles Ecology Club led the e!ort in what they called the
Climate Comeback Rally in Scoville Park. Students from Oak Park River Forest
High School (OPRFHS) and Julian Middle School and several community members
also joined in the after-school gathering.
The Eco Eagles urged local leaders to commit to taking climate-friendly actions.
Eco Eagles member Zekey Wells was one of five student speakers. “We have
prepared a list of common sense demands for the Oak Park government,” he said.
OPRFHS senior and environmental activist Abby Bankes addressed those
assembled by saying, “It’s time for our generation to step up and take charge.”
Oak Park Trustee Deno Andrews and State Rep. La Shawn Ford were on hand to
listen and make remarks. Andrews invited all students to make their ideas known
to elected o"cials, and Ford told students what it takes to get a bill through the
legislature.

Zero Waste Schools now in Lake County

Rondout Elementary School is a small school with big plans — get to zero waste.
With washable dishes in the lunchroom and recycling well-established throughout
the building, the school was already well on its way. They got a whole lot closer to

the building, the school was already well on its way. They got a whole lot closer to
that goal this past April with the launch of their zero waste lunchroom. Rondout
is the first school in the Zero Waste Schools-Lake County Program to be rolled
out.
Seven Generations Ahead (SGA) implements the Zero Waste Schools-Lake County
Program in partnership with the Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO).
The program is currently being implemented in 3-5 kindergarten through 12th
grade Lake County schools.
Read more HERE.

10 Common Questions About Recycling in Chicago
WBEZ tackled ten common questions Chicagoans have when it
comes to recycling. After it was reported that only 9% of waste
collected in Chicago was getting recycled, the worst of any U.S.
city, there were many questions about what gets recycled and
how. Want answers about how much contamination is too much
contamination? Can pizza boxes be recycled? Why can't you
recycle grocery bags?
Get answers to those questions and more HERE.

International Compost Awareness Week
May 5-11 is International Compost Awareness Week
(ICAW). ICAW is the largest and most comprehensive
education initiative of the compost industry. The
theme for this year is Cool the Climate - Compost!
Throughout the week of ICAW, community and
business events are held to encourage and celebrate
composting. All types of composting – from backyard
to large-scale are promoted. Events include tours of
compost facilities, school gardening programs,
compost workshops, lectures by a well-known
gardening expert, and compost give-away days, to
name just a few.
The 2019 ICAW poster (and posters from previous
years) are available for purchase. Wouldn't an ICAW
poster be a nice way to decorate your school cafeteria
and educate about composting?

Illinois Department of Transportation donates trees to schools

In honor of Earth Day 2019, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)
donated 5,000 tree seedlings to schools across the state. The program helps
o!set the loss of trees that are removed or otherwise a!ected by IDOT
construction and maintenance work.Trees are provided by the East Moline-based
nature-preservation group Living Lands and Waters.

MWRD Infrastructure Week
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago (MWRD) is celebrating its 130th Anniversary and
Infrastructure week with tours, free compost, and free
saplings.
Tours: May 18, 9 am - 1 pm.
Calumet, 400 E. 130th St., Chicago
O’Brien, 3500 Howard St., Skokie
Stickney, 6001 W. Pershing Rd., Cicero
Free saplings: The Restore the Canopy, Plant a Tree
program is distributing free Bur, Pine, Red and Swamp
White Oak saplings to Cook County residents, schools, community groups,
organizations and businesses. Visit one of the following water reclamation plants
any Wednesday from 9 am – noon:
Calumet WRP (400 E. 130th St., Chicago)
Egan WRP (550 S. Meacham Rd., Schaumburg)
Hanover Park WRP (1220 Sycamore Ave., Hanover Park)
Kirie WRP (701 Oakton St., Des Plaines)
O'Brien WRP (3500 Howard St., Skokie)
Stickney WRP (6001 W. Pershing Rd., Cicero)
Free compost: Cook County residents can also pick up free 20 lb. bags (limit 2)
of EQ Compost at the above locations any Wednesday as well from 9 am – noon.

Do you value the work of Seven Generations Ahead and
our Zero Waste Schools Program? Your support will help
us help more schools. Here are two easy ways to give:
Amazon Smile: Choose SGA as your charity of
choice and Amazon will donate a portion of your
purchase to support our programs.
Give a monetary gift to SGA via our donate page.

River Forest Recycling Extravaganza
May 4, 8 am - 1 pm
Embrace sustainability and divert your hard-to-recycle items
from the landfill. The Recycling Extravaganza is a drive
up/drop-o! event to reuse/recycle items not accepted in the
curbside collection. Clean out your basement, garage, and
drop o! items for recycling rather than sending them to
landfill. Anyone can come!

Bike to School Day
May 8
It’s almost time to strap on that helmet and pedal with
passion! Registration is now open for this national event, and
lots of helpful planning tips and resources are available.
Participating in Bike to School Day can help communities
create safer and more friendly routes for biking and walking
to school, build a sense of community or school spirit, and
inspire families to walk and bike to school more often.

Webinar: EPA's Waste Reduction Model (WARM)
version 15
May 9, 12 - 1 pm
EPA's WARM tool allow you to enter waste data from your
school or organization to calculate the greenhouse gas
impacts of your e!orts. A new version of WARM will soon be
available on the EPA's website which will include an update of
the electronics category and estimates of the economic
impact of diverting material from the landfill. Participate in
this webinar to learn how you can use the WARM tool.

Chicago River Day 2019
May 11, 9 am - 12 pm
This beloved annual volunteer day has an immediate impact
and collectively brings about long-term improvements in the
health of the Chicago River. Help remove unsightly and
harmful litter, restore miles of river-side trails, plant
beautiful native plants, and more at one of over 60 locations
along the 156-mile river system. Registration helps with
planning, but is not required.

Growin' Green Garden Market
May 11, 9 am - 1 pm
Join SCARCE for their annual kick-o! to the growing season!
Shop the Garden Market for local and sustainable garden
goods. Some of the things you can find at the Garden Market:
food scrap amended compost, sustainably grown seedlings,
Northeastern Illinois native plants, rain barrels, local honey,
and informational workshops.

Mindful Waste: Composting Made Easy
May 11, 10 am - 1 pm
Composting is easy if you know the process. Join Mindful
Waste and learn the di!erence between Vermiculture and Hot
Compost. Learn why composting is important and how you
can easily do it at home! The class will be held in the Smart
Farm Learning Center.

Northern Illinois Farm to School Bootcamp
May 17, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Join the Illinois Farm to School Network for a half day of
learning, hands-on practice and collaboration in a
professional demonstration kitchen and learning space.
Teams of food service, administration and garden managers
are encouraged to register! ISBE Continuing Education Credits
are available for food service sta!.

Big Green: Summer Garden Workshops
May 21 – 23, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Wrap up the school year with a harvest celebration, then
plant a summer garden with the goal of growing heat-loving
summer crops or low-maintenance cover crops–whichever
suits your school’s summer plans best!
May 21 at Joplin Elementary School 4:30-6:30pm
May 22 at Schurz High School 4:30-6:30pm
May 23 at Edwards Elementary School 4:30-6:30pm

Schools Out Green Out!
June 2019
CCRx is inviting Chicagoland schools to gather their leftover
supplies from Locker and Classroom clean-out at the end of
the school year. Share within your school first, then bring
what's left to CCRx. We'll test and organize everything over
the summer and redistribute the good stu! to Chicago
teachers at our back to school Swap Circle for Teachers this
fall.

Beekeeping 101 for Teachers
July 13
Learn about beekeeping from CPS teacher and beekeeper Art
Helbig. This 3+ part workshop series will cover all the bases
of starting and maintaining a hive in a school. Bees are
essential, fascinating creatures that can inform everything
from science to art, social studies, nutrition, gardening, and
creativity!

Do you have feedback for Zero Waste Schools?
Contact us with feedback, recommendations, stories to include, and more at
zerowaste@sevengenerationsahead.org
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Funding for Zero Waste Schools is provided by Peoples Gas and
Food:Land:Opportunity, a collaboration between Kinship Foundation and The
Chicago Community Trust and funded through the Searle Funds at The Chicago
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